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On Thursday 4 May 2017, Scotland once again goes to the polls, this time to choose local councillors.
As a result of new boundary changes, the geographic area we know as Newhaven moves from Leith
Ward into Forth Ward, the present boundary of which begins at Craighall Road and zig-zags to the
west of, but including, Dudley Avenue to Ferry Road, then along Ferry Road to encompass Trinity,
Wardie, Granton, Pilton and West Pilton. The boundary for revised Forth Ward has been drawn to
include everything from North Fort Street westwards along Ferry Road. More notably perhaps is the
area known as Western Harbour which will remain in the Leith Ward, effectively splitting into two
what Dr George Venters, Clerk and Chair of Newhaven Heritage, calls “Greater Newhaven”

As a result, Newhaven’s inhabitants of this newly defined Forth ward will have to consider electing
four—not three as at present—new councillors. (The Bow-Tow intends to invite the prospective
candidates to introduce themselves and provide their “Manifesto for Newhaven” in the April issue.)
The current councillors of Forth ward are Steve Cardownie, Cammy Day, Allan Jackson and Vicki
Redpath. Who will be representing Newhaven and district will be up to the electorate on May 4.
We are grateful to the outgoing Leith ward councillors of Charles Booth, Adam McVey and Gordon
Munro, In particular, as a son of a Bow-Tow, Gordon Munro has had a high profile in the village.
The boundary changes are important just now because of the imminent consultation about the
proposal to build a new primary school in the Western Harbour (Leith Ward) while the present, and
historically significant, Victoria Primary School falls under the jurisdiction of Forth ward councillors.
They will all have to work together to secure the best outcome for the expanding community.
Newhaven has grown—and continues to grow—to almost unrecognisable proportions with a
mixture of new builds in addition to the original village area to form an area that makes up “Greater
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FAR LEFT: AN EXTRACT FROM THE
BOUNDARY MAP SHOWING IN BLUE THE
NEWLY ENLARGED LOCAL GOVERNMENT
FORTH WARD
© LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOUNDARY COMMISSION FOR SCOTLAND 2016

LEFT: THE PRESENT BOUNDARY (IN RED) OF
TRINITY COMMUNITY COUNCIL
BELOW: THE SHADED AREA SHOWS THE
PRESENT BOUNDARY OF LEITH/HARBOUR
AND NEWHAVEN COMMUNITY COUNCIL
THIS PAGE © CITY OF EDINBURGH COUNCIL 2016 (OPEN GOVERNMENT LICENCE)

Newhaven”. This enlarging community
badly and urgently needs a hub with
facilities that befit a potential population of
over 8,000. The existing school could
become this. It also presents our best
opportunity yet of a site in which we could
re-establish the Community Museum.
Boundary changes also will have an impact on community councils. Community Councils are a way
of sharing the feelings, ambitions and concerns of the neighbourhood with the councillors.
Unfortunately the good work of community councils goes largely unrecognised by the population
at large which is regrettable.
To quote from the Scottish Government website, Community Councils were established to “bridge
the gap between local authorities and communities, and help to make public bodies aware of the
opinions and needs of the communities they represent. Their primary purpose is to ascertain and
express the views of the community to the local authority and other public bodies. Many community
councils also involve themselves in a wide range of other activities including fundraising, organising
community events, undertaking environmental and educational projects and much more.”
Newhaven’s interests have been looked after by the Leith/Harbour and Newhaven Community
Council. The present three councillors are all ex officio members. The neighbouring community
council is Trinity with, currently, Craighall Road eastwards as the boundary.
Since boundaries of Community Councils are set by local authorities, it must be assumed that the
City of Edinburgh Council will re-allocate Newhaven to the TCC, presumably once the dust has
settled after the local government elections.
Without wishing to make the Bow-Tow too focused on political matters, it is planned to have an
article later in the year on “our” community council.
However with “Greater Newhaven” straddling both community council areas, is there perhaps
justification for Greater Newhaven having its own discrete Community Council?
LIKE US ON facebook /NewhavenOnForth
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From their founding under the baton of Mrs Marion Ritchie in 1927, the Newhaven Fisherwomen’s Choir
quickly became established as a popular choice for concerts and performances. The festive season was a busy
time for the members—at work, at home and, now, at rehearsals and recitals in the run up to Christmas.
Leith Hospital was a regular venue around Christmas time as was a fixture for quite a few years noted as PSA, Duke
Street, Leith. It is believed that PSA are the initials for Pleasant Sunday Afternoon, a church affiliated men’s association
that was active until some time during the Second World War. Can any reader help?
The choir was well travelled: in 1930, for example, they had six concerts in six weeks visiting Biggar, Haddington,
Lesmahagow and Rosyth as well as local churches in Broughton, and Duke Street, Leith (one of the few streets in Leith
allowed to retain its name with Duke Street in Edinburgh town being renamed Dublin Street of which it was a
continuation).
The choir provided their services free of charge other than travel expenses and led Carol Services in hospitals and
churches throughout the 30s. The diary has one or two asides noted against certain dates, e.g. in December 1936, the
choir was at a working men’s club at The Pleasance on 4 December, noted that the abdication speech of King Edward
VIII was broadcast when they were at East Kilbride on the 11th December, and performed on behalf of Leith Hospital
in St Paul’s, Lorne Street, Leith on the 12th.
Wartime brought many challenges to many people and the choir gladly provided what comfort and distraction it could
from the anxieties of the moment with their performances. In November and December 1939, the choir were singing
for the 8th Royal Scots in Lauder, the Wounded Soldiers Hospital in Edinburgh Castle, the Red Cross in Central Halls,
Leith, as well as a Carol Service in Central Hall, Edinburgh. One booking in December 1940 was listed as an anti-aircraft
battery in the “West Pilton Direction!!”
Throughout the war years, the Newhaven
Fisherwomen’s Choir, dressed in their colourful
‘braws’, helped raise money for the Comfort
Fund and entertained the troops with their
repertoire of Burns’ songs, action songs,
recitations, and mime.
Even after the war, the choir could be called on
to add character to fund-raising concerts for the
Services.
The picture on the right shows the choir, led by
Mrs Menie Addison (Marion’s daughter) with
Miss Betty Ritchie at the piano performing live
for a Christmas Eve Service in the Gateway
Studio, Leith Walk for STV in 1975.
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CHOIR NoTES
By Dougie Ratcliffe, Newhaven Community Choir
The choir is currently on a Christmas and New Year break,
but we did finish our year on a distinctly high note.
The Giddy Kipper Ceilidh, which was on the 5th December,
was a resounding success. This was the first celebration of
the Songbird Project sponsored by The Thrive Archive
through the award granted by The Edward Marshall Trust. A
good crowd gathered to dance, sing along and listen to two
choirs entertaining them. The newly composed songs were
given their first public performances by the Primary School
Choir and the Community Choir, they went down a storm with
the audience.
Dancing and singing were the order of the night, as well
as a raffle with the usual “Ooh!”s and “Aaah!”s when
tickets were drawn, food and drink were consumed.
A new dance was given its premier as well and was ably
performed by all on the dance floor. The highlight of the
evening had to come though from the guests from the
Edward Marshall Trust who said, and I quote, “the inclusiveness and community spirit shown is what all of this is
about”. Praise indeed! Thanks to all who made this the
success it was and a special mention to Laura Thomson
for the use of the school and to Rab Murray, “jannie
extraordinaire” whose patience it seems is never ending.
We move in to the New Year with a gig supporting our near neighbours in the form of The Leith Festival
Burns Supper. This will be on Thursday 26th January 2017 in the Leith Dockers’ Club at 7pm. The ticket
price is £20 (£15 concessions) which includes a Burns meal of soup, haggis neeps and tatties with cheese
and biscuits, etc to follow as well as the full panoply of addresses and toasts. A number of songs from the
Newhaven Community Choir rounds off the programme. This should prove to be an excellent evening
of entertainment and if you wish to come along and
support the choir and indeed the festival, then tickets
are available by phoning 0131 553 1929 or email
mary@portoleith.co.uk. Because of the sit-down meal,
space is limited so be sure to arrange your tickets soon
to avoid disappointment.
Finally, back to the nitty gritty. We return for rehearsals
on Wednesday 18th January 2017 at 7pm. The venue as
usual is Victoria Primary School. We’re always looking
PHOTO CREDIT: THANKS TO SHEILA MASSON PHOTOGRAPHY for new members so please join us, You will be made
FOR PERMITTING USE OF THE PHOTOGRAPHS
very welcome.
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CHRISTMAS IN THE
VILLAGE
Extracts from Chris Garners’ new publication, “Newhaven, A Scottish Fishing Community 1928 - 1976”
published by Newhaven Heritage, cost £15.
.

Christmastime has always been a time of tradition, the more so since the
Victorian period. From mid-December, the Fishmarket had more the
appearance of a poultry market with 800 birds—turkeys, geese, ducks and
chickens—on sale for Christmas. [p174]
The beginning of the end of the Second World War began when Victory In
Europe was officially announced on the radio on 8 May, 1945. Many people saw street
lights and shops lit up for the first time and they used to go up to the town just to marvel at the lights.
Especially when neon lights returned to places like the Playhouse and the Salon Picture House. Later on
in the year, lights would appear on Christmas trees and some children would take a ride on a tram just to
count the number of houses with Christmas trees in their windows. [p129]
Even during the years of the Depression, real celebrations came with the Christmas season — the infants’
party with its tree and Santa giving out gifts which must have been awaited with great excitement,
especially given the poverty of many families in those years. In January 1935, too, the school log entry
tells us that children attended the Christmas pantomime at the King’s Theatre and the same week others
went to the Picture Palace to watch films. This was a treat from the Lord Provost and the City Education
Officer — suggesting that preference be given first to the children of the unemployed and then orphans.
[p72]
As was the custom of the village, Newhaven children led a childhood that was secure for all the children
were known to those who lived there. In the words of trawler skipper Ian Smith, when recalling his
childhood days in James Street, “ We called all the women ‘auntie’ and most of the men ‘uncle’. Everyone
was yer auntie”. [p12]
A newspaper report in the Leith Observer on
December 1937 reports that “Fully 130
children were entertained at a Christmas party
by
the
Newhaven
Women’s
Liberal
Club...Santa Claus (Mrs Harry Crawford) paid a
visit and instrumental music was provided by
George Hackland [Ed — It’s that man again!],
on accordion which he played in David
Cormack’s dance band, and Nan Crawford.
[p174]
But for all that Christmas was a time for the
children, that magnanimity of the season was
RIGHT: THE GIRLS OF VICTORIA PRIMARY AT THE SCHOOL PARTY
IN 1960/61. COURTESY OF THE LATE HELEN SHADE (NEE
STEVENSON—BACK ROW, CENTRE)
6

LIKE US ON facebook /NewhavenOnForth

Also visit www.newhavenonforth.org.uk

RIGHT: READY FOR THE DANCE. MARGARET
STEPHENSON (NOW DICK); GLORIA
ARMSTRONG; AND JEAN MUIR.
COURTESY OF GLORIA ARMSTRONG.

not lost on adults, too. As one
anonymous informant put it on the
many
temperance
groups
in
Newhaven — “Ye made sure ye went
tae them aw ‘cause at Christmas they
aw had rare socials. Ye got yer bag
wi’ your Duke’s Spice (a sugary slice
from the bakers, Mason’s).” [p93]
[Ed—And my absolute favourite, too.
Manna in the form of a shortcrust
pastry base with a generous base of
mincemeat and sandwiched above
with a sponge mix topped finally with
icing, sprinkled with coconut and, if I was lucky, with a glace cherry in pride of place in the centre. As only a
mother can lovingly bake it!)
New Year, on the other hand, was hardly a time for temperance although for many it would be the only time
that spirits, usually whisky would be kept in the house (with port, sherry or advocaat for the ladies) for the
workingman was ill able to afford it.
However, even before then, tradition demanded the housewife ensured the house was spotless…“On Old
Year’s night the house was cleaned from top to bottom, the ashes emptied out of the fireplace, all the dust
swept away, to start the new year fresh otherwise your bad luck would be brought into the new year. At
twelve o’clock, we opened the door to let the new year in and the window to let the old year out. And all the
boats in the harbours used to blow their whistles. And everybody shouted out the window “Happy New
Year”. And you went first footing. You carried a bit of coal and a bottle of whisky and you always took
something to each house—to bring good luck...‘Course you could go on all night visiting different houses;
which we did.” (Elsie Tierney) [p102]
Attention to detail was all. As one informant recalls, “The kitchen table always had an oil cloth over it. At
New Year, you’d get a new fireside rug, oilcloth on the table and a new blind.” [p113]
A newspaper report in the Leith Observer in January 1928 states “The St Andrew’s Club’s usual weekly
meeting was inspiring and encouraging. The church hall was crowded to the door with the pick of
Newhaven’s manhood and the singing was lusty and hearty. Being New Year’s day, a special musical
programme was arranged, a small orchestra providing selections and Miss Pearson, mezzo-soprano,
rendering several solos with beautiful expression and taste. The fisherman’s friend, Mr J A Ingram, JP
conducted the meeting and gave an impressive message for the New Year based on the text “Because thou
has done this thing, I will bless thee.” [p91]
A word that crops up in connection both with births and marriages is ‘handsel’. Traditionally, Handsel
Monday was the first Monday in the New Year which was celebrated in Northern England and Scotland. In
our period, handsel denotes a gift given at an important occasion such as a christening or wedding. At these
times, you would handsel a gift to a child or to a couple. [p98]
Even yet, quite a number of these traditions are still observed. Including the famous Scots toast Newhaven
Heritage offers all Bow-Tows, “Here’s tae us, wha’s like us? Gey few, and they’re a’ deid!”
LIKE US ON facebook /NewhavenOnForth
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Introducing a new series celebrating the lives of the ordinary men and women who
personified the hardy existence that made the community of the Bow-Tow what it was.

Thomas Cowan Carnie
Submitted by Brian Kerr, great-grandson

1863 - 1956

Thomas Cowan Carnie was born in Newhaven on 3 April 1863 into a family of fisherfolk. His father
and brothers were fishermen and the women helped clean and prepare the fish for sale.
Tom was born with a caul which was regarded as a sign of good luck and his mother sold it because
the family needed the money. (A caul is a thin membrane covering the head, valued as a supposed
protection against drowning.) Tom had ten brothers and sisters, At least two brothers died with
their father during an epidemic of ‘black pox’, better known as smallpox; the father certainly died in
the Edinburgh Smallpox Hospital in January 1872. Another brother, John Love Carnie (known as
Johnny Love), was drowned when the wheelhouse of a fishing boat he was sailing was hit by a wave
and washed overboard.
His mother was Marion Finlay. She had a cousin called William Finlay who became a doctor and
was well known in Leith and Newhaven. He had a son, Robert Bannatyne Finlay (1842-1929), who
became a lawyer and eventually became Viscount Finlay. [Ed - An article featuring the life of
Viscount Finlay was published in The Bow-Tow, Issue 8, and available for download at
www.newhavenonforth.org.uk/newsletter.html]
When Tom was 14, he went to sea as a cook on an American ship sailing from Leith. The ship
eventually arrived at the Barbary Coast on the west coast of Africa. Most of the crew went ashore
leaving Tom with the first mate on board. While he was working about the deck a man came on
board and started chatting. He asked Tom what he was doing on a ship like that. His ship was much
better and he tried to talk Tom into jumping ship and joining his. Tom resisted the temptation and
the man went away promising to come back to see if he would change his mind. Tom later spoke
to the first mate and told him all about the stranger and his offer. The mate instructed him to let
him know if the man came back. When he returned, Tom told the mate who beat up the stranger
and threw him ashore. Tom was told that if he had gone with the stranger he would have been
shanghaied.
Life on the old windjammers must have been pretty rough. During a storm Tom and another lad
were sent up the rigging to tie up the sails. The other boy was blown overboard and lost.
When he was in his late teens he became betrothed to Jeanie Jarvie. She was the daughter of
another fisherman, Philip Jarvie who lived very close to each other – the Jarvies at 46 Main Street,
the Carnies at 47). Jeannie was a year older than Tom and her birthday was at Candlemas, 2
February. Jean was small and had red-gold hair and brown eyes. She too had been brought up in
8
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the hard life of fishing families. The girls would be up early waiting on the shore in all weathers for the fishing
boats to come in so that they could gut the fish and pack the creels. The betrothal had been arranged by
the parents of the young couple. In order to earn enough money to set up a home Tom joined an English
ship sailing to Australia.
This ship was the worst he had sailed on. Conditions were terrible. The fresh food did not last long and the
salt beef went bad. They had to live on ship’s biscuits most of the time. The biscuits had to be tapped
against the table to knock out the maggots. The captain was a brutal man and Tom was treated very
roughly.
Eventually the ship reached Australia where they were able to take on a cargo of coal. The coal was loaded
into a chute which led into the hold. The chute was moveable and Tom was put in charge so that he could
control the flow of coal. While he was working he made up his mind that he was not going to stay on that
ship and devised a desperate scheme to get away. He deliberately put his arm in the way of the coal so that
he would have to go to hospital. He figured that with a broken arm he would be kept in long enough to
avoid going with the ship when she sailed. His arm was not broken but some ligaments were torn. He was
taken to hospital and not discharged until after the ship had sailed.
Once he came out of hospital he joined a ship which sailed between Sydney and New Zealand and he often
sailed north to New Guinea. Life on Australian ships was much better and he lived happily ‘down under’ for
seven years.
Eventually he received a letter from his family asking when he was coming home. He had promised to marry
Jeanie and if he did not return he would bring disgrace on his family. In fairness to Tom, he needed seven
years’ deep-sea experience to be a Forth pilot, so he may have planned to be away for this length of time
anyway.
All these years had given Jeanie plenty of time to prepare her bottom drawer. She had made bed linen,
table cloths, underwear, linen towels and everything was beautifully sewn with tiny but perfect stitching.
They set up home in a ground floor two-roomed flat in Newhaven. There, their three children were born.
Tom became a pilot on the Forth and eventually moved to Burntisland.
Life as a river pilot was pretty hard too. Tom had to steer a small sailing boat down the Firth to the May
Island. The current is very strong there and has been likened to a wall. Once ashore he would unload his
primus stove and make himself a meal while he waited for a ship to arrive looking for a pilot. He must have
been pretty successful in picking up ships for in 1908 the family moved into a stone-built semi-detached
villa which he had bought.
Tom was kept busy during the war and was able to save a nice little nest egg. Unfortunately he invested his
money in a 3% War Loan (Great War) which dropped like a stone in the thirties and never regained its face
value. He retired early with suspected ulcer trouble and lived on a meagre pension from the ‘Ancient Order
of Shepherds’ and the interest on the War Loan which was £50 pa.
Father Tom lived a long time. In 1948 he developed gangrene in his foot and had his right leg amputated.
This was allegedly caused by his habit of trimming his bunion with the same knife that he used to cut up his
(reused?) chewing tobacco, which had been left to dry by the fire. He survived the operation remarkably
well and lived well into his 94th year. He used to stamp his false leg on the floor because he felt that his
missing foot was itching. He died on 6 November 1956.
LIKE US ON facebook /NewhavenOnForth
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Whatever the results of the forthcoming elections, we lose three good councillors due to boundary
changes. The Bow-Tow invited one of them, because only of his family connection to Newhaven, to
look back on his service in the village. Here is the valediction of

With the stroke of a pen a bureaucrat in the Boundary Commission has split Newhaven in two for the
Council elections in May 2017. From that point, Newhaven village will be in Forth ward whilst Western
Harbour will remain in Leith ward. Whilst there are some readers of Bow-Tow who regard Leith as
'Greater Newhaven' and others as the metropolis that overshadows Newhaven, it is a pity that this
decision poses a potential threat to the good work by Victoria Primary School under the leadership of
Laura Thomson and that of the Community Council as well as Newhaven Heritage in bringing old and
new Newhaven together. Personally I will miss representing the village for many reasons.
I was pleased when, in 2007, the new three-member ward of
Leith included Newhaven as this was where my Dad started in
life. His Mum and Dad began their married life in 14
Newhaven Main Street with his big sister Mary (married Seton
Hall) and my Dad born in Newhaven before the family
emigrated to North Fort Street in Leith. At one point in his
working life in the 1930's when work in the brass finishing was
hard to come by, his Dad studied at Leith Nautical College, got
his skipper’s ticket and sailed on the fishing boats from
Newhaven harbour. One of my rarest possessions is a
photograph of this man I never met (second left, without cap)
—another story—and three of his comrades onboard proudly
displaying the catch for the photographer. With such strong
links I was happy that another Munro had a small part to play in Newhaven life.
Over the course of the ten years this has seen me help make sure Victoria Primary School remained a part of
Newhaven life. At one point, during 2007-12, the ruling Lib-Dem/SNP coalition proposed a review of schools
in the area which put Bonnington, Fort and Victoria in line for closure. It took real hard work by parents and
opposition councillors, of which I was one, to make sure Victoria remained but we lost the fight for
Bonnington and Fort. (Incidentally this was the 'new' Fort as opposed to the old Fort school my Dad
attended.) The case we made then stands the test of time with the point I made about the expansion of
Western Harbour that now provides more than half of the pupils for Victoria which has had to be extended—
another fight—proof that we were right.
Another highlight for me was the campaign around the loss of the Newhaven museum at the Harbour. Forth
Ports decision to sell the unit was a real blow to Newhaven. Working with NAG and in Council Committee we
managed to secure funding for an officer post, the excellent Diana Morton, whose first task saw work with
school and community that helped create the 'wee museum' in the school and a real stimulus in interest by
young and old in the history of Newhaven. In my view this is better than than the previous static museum
and has helped the thinking on what form the Museum will take once it is won.
However the real highlight for me from 2007 to date is a personal one. I took my Dad to the launch of
Christopher Garner's book at the Newhaven: Then and Now Exhibition earlier this year. He delighted in seeing
the original layout and numbering of Newhaven Main Street and this brought out tales of his youth from him
that I had never heard before. When George Hackland spoke however he turned to me and said "that's
Geordie Hackland who was apprentice to my Dad for a wee while". He spoke to him afterwards and it was
indeed one and the same. Here for me in that simple exchange was why I do what I do and why the folk at
Newhaven Heritage do what they do. It is also why, despite that stroke of the pen taking the village out of
the ward of Leith, Newhaven will continue to be part of my work as a Councillor as it is part of my DNA.
10
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HERITAGE
COMMUNITY
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STARBANK PARK:
PLANS FOR 2017
By Christine Shepherd, Secretary FOSP

2017 has started well for keeping up the
appearance of the park with a glorious day
for the first gardening session of the year
on 4th January.
We have exciting plans for the herbaceous
border, which include replanting herbaceous
plants by the east wall and making a
shrubbery next to the gate. Other plans are:
establishing a fuschia border; setting up a
viewpoint chart; completing the nature trial;
and investigating the possibility of a memorial
to fishermen lost at sea, sponsored by the
Anglo-Scottish Fishermen Association.
Our programme of events, which have proved
exceedingly popular over the past couple of
years, will continue and the first 2017 event
will be the now traditional Easter Egg hunt on
Friday 14th April at 10.30am, for children
ages 3-8.
As ever the successful implementation of
these plans depends on our volunteers, to
whom thanks are due, in particular to Janet
McArthur, who was elected Chair of the
Friends of Starbank Park Committee at the
AGM in September.
Special thanks are also
due to the retiring Chair,
Alastair Robertson, who
contributed greatly to the
successful establishment
of Friends of Starbank
Park.
You can become a member by contacting us
via our Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/FriendsofStarbankPark
LIKE US ON facebook /NewhavenOnForth

By Heather Yang
Newhaven Heritage Community Garden group and
children from Victoria Primary School after school
club will be on a mission to improve the garden areas
around Newhaven and continue to add little features
to delight and enhance Newhaven. The purple
crocus will be bursting out soon along with the other
bulbs planted and we have some trees to plant as
well as art projects to start on with the funding from
£eith Decides so it will be a busy blossoming year.
There are plans to create fish from stones and
pansies at the edges in the Old Burial Ground and a
regular tidy up will be an ongoing project as well as
more planters and vegetable and herb growing. A
haven of true delight will be created in Newhaven
and at the Harbour.
The path to Park Road through Auchenleck Brae is
due to be improved. We cannot wait to see a
glowing garden area and less concrete so we will be
able to attract more wildlife for the community to
enjoy and colour all around us.
We are in great need of some more hands to help
and if anyone has a spare hour to weed, tidy up or
plant I have the tools and supplies. More hands make
light work and being out in the garden brings smiles
to the whole community. If anyone wants their own
patch in the Armada Stone garden let me know as
the boxes are ready for a change.
Get in touch at
greenfingers@newhavenonforth.org.uk or on
Facebook.com/NewhavenHeritageCommunityGarden.
Also visit www.newhavenonforth.org.uk
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NEWHAVEN COMMUNITY
HISTORY GROUP
NEWHAVEN PARISH CHURCH HALL MEETINGS START AT 7pm
24 January 2017 - Scottish Night—Band with No Name and Vocalist, Gillian Strang. Back by popular
demand we have our 'Band with no Name'. Lauri Crawford with Hume Waddell on keyboard and Gillian
providing vocals. This year we will have the ever-popular ‘auld Scots sangs’ that give us all a wee lift in the
dark January nights.
21 February 2017 - Elsie Inglis, WW1 Nurse and Suffragette. Talk by Ian MacIntyre Elsie was an
innovative Scottish doctor, suffragist and founder of the Scottish Women's Hospitals. She had many notable
achievements and in particular her efforts during WW1 where she was instrumental in setting up the Scottish
Women's Hospital for the Foreign Service, female staffed relief hospitals for the allied war effort funded by
the suffragette movement.
21 March 2017 - Apartheid, Time at Sea and Theology by Rev Peter Bluett, Newhaven Church. Peter
was a minister in Cape Town, South Africa and will explain the Apartheid system and how it affected people
in different ways. Peter will then go on to tell us about his time at sea.
18 April 2017 - Newhaven's Forgotten Burial Ground. Ramsay Tubb and John Stevenson will tell us
about the small almost forgotten burial ground (now fenced off) on the Main Street, Newhaven. A few years
ago Ramsay and John undertook research investigating burials at the old cemetery. They discovered that
burials took place between 1505 and 1848 and they found that there are 485 recorded burials. They then
published their findings in a book, 'Newhaven's Forgotten Burial Ground'.

MEET THE STEERING GROUP
Janet McArthur
In 2012, I went along with my neighbour to the AGM for the Newhaven Action Group,
keen to find out if the Newhaven Museum was to reopen. When the Committee
asked for local people to help, my neighbour pushed me forward to get involved and
I'm so glad she did. My children were two and four at the time and it was a big step
for me to get involved. I met great people and thrived on helping to sell the beautiful
calendars and loved getting involved locally. I've always been a keen gardener and
wanted to spruce up the harbour so encouraged the Committee to buy some planters.
So in 2013, when Starbank Park was in need of lots of TLC, I relished the opportunity to help renovate Starbank
Park. I've loved organising events at the park and getting involved with Heather at The Newhaven Heritage
Garden too. It is really rewarding to make a positive change to the community. I would recommend that everyone
gets involved even if it's a small helping hand such as putting a poster up in your window or planting a beautiful
window box. My ideal is for beautiful and productive gardens for the whole community to use.

NEXT ISSUE

— Published at the end of March 2017. In the run-up to the council elections, we will be
inviting all the prospective candidates to write their “Manifesto for Newhaven”. To many, the candidates—whether
wannabe councillors or incumbents seeking re-election—will be new to many in the area and this article will permit each
to address the readers which we hope will be both informative and illuminating. If you have any suggestions for features
that you would like to see in future Bow-Tows, do please get in touch with us at Newhaven Heritage at
newhavenheritage@gmail.com. The deadline for this next issue is Monday 15 March 2017.
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