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COME AND
JOIN US

by Dr GEORGE Venters

YOU WILL KNOW that the Council has officially confirmed that the new primary school will
be built on Western Harbour and it should open in Autumn 2020. We have already started
on the preparations we need to make us legally fit to organise a community bid to obtain
the old Victoria school site for the people of Newhaven. We’ve notified the City of
Edinburgh Council of our interest and also started working out what we need to do to
make sure that it caters for the interests of the wider Newhaven community.
Looking at the work that has to be done, we know that this will be a major project and certainly
beyond the capabilities of any single organisation. Already we’re talking to another potential partner
to help us move ahead. We know that we, and a number of others, will have to join together as a
group to acquire and run the school for the community.
Who will be the members of that group is an open question. We will hold a public meeting to which
all potentially interested parties will be invited — and clearly, dear reader, that will include you. This
“launch event” will be in October this year. At this event we hope to get your ideas on what should
be done with the site. We intend to recruit additional people and organisations as a consequence of
the meeting to take the project forward.
The first step we have to take is to develop a plan to bring Newhaven into the limelight. We have to
let the world see the unique worth of Newhaven as a place in which to live. Six centuries of a
community where fairness, trust and caring for your neighbour has been the norm gives a good
foundation on which to build the successor society of Greater Newhaven. It deserves a place — a
community hub — where people can meet, socialise, develop and enjoy a range of services and
activities that bind us all together.
We need your help on how to publicise Newhaven as a place people will enjoy living in and to which
they will want to belong. We have much work to do in order to make the case for transferring the
school to community ownership and control.
But don’t wait until our launch meeting in October! Please email your suggestions to us now at:
clerk@newhavenheritage.co.uk
or come into the school on Friday afternoons during term-time to speak to us in person.
Together we can make it happen.

FRONT COVER PICTURE: We are grateful to Julie Kennedy for permission to use the
picture of her daughter playing at the breakwater near Newhaven Lighthouse.
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AWARDS
BRING
REWARDS

NEWHAVEN HERITAGE’S TROPHIES
GEORGE HACKLAND WAS affectionately known by the pupils
of Victoria Primary as “Our George”. He would frequently
visit the school and regale the children with stories of
Newhaven in bygone days. George was a co-founder of the
original Newhaven Heritage Museum and a prime mover
after its closure in the campaign to establish a heritage
centre and community hub. He was the well-regarded
patriarch of the village until his death in 2016.

OUR GEORGE’S SHIELD
2018 — SKYE MORRISON-LAW

A shield was presented to Victoria Primary School in memory
of George. The shield is now an annual award given to the
pupil who, in the opinion of the head teacher and staff, has
demonstrated Service to the Community. This year the
trophy was won by

Skye Morrison-Law
The citation reads, “She gives her own time to help others to
make sure everyone feels safe and included.”
——— - o O o - ———
HEATHER YANG IS a resident in Newhaven and the founder
of the Newhaven Heritage Community Garden Group. She is
Vice Chair of Newhaven Heritage and responsible for
Community Engagement.
The award was funded by
Newhaven Heritage to support Heather in her involvement
with the children of Victoria School who help to keep the
playground looking good. The improvement of the
appearance of Newhaven is due to Heather’s diligence along
with a team of local volunteers (now being ably led by Lucy
Metcalfe), securing external corporate funding to undertake
much of the work, and negotiating with the Council to
achieve the improvement of the village.

HEATHER’S TROPHY
2018 — MICHAEL KIVLIN

.org.uk and www.newhavenheritagecentre.org.uk

The first recipient of the Heather Yang Trophy for Services to
the Environment is

Michael Kivlin
His citation reads, “Michael asked his mum to buy him a litter
picker instead of a toy. He takes it every time they go out, picks
up litter and puts it in the bin.”
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© Alan Pottinger

OVER THE YEARS, there have been many stunning pictures of
Newhaven, its harbour and its environs taken by talented
photographers. Shown on various social media sites, by whose very
nature meant that these images were enjoyed by most for only a
fleeting period. Newhaven Heritage decided that some of these
worthwhile creations deserved a more enduring tribute presented
in a calendar and decided to mount a competition with a prize of
£100 photo equipment voucher from Wex Photo Video for the Best
of the Best.
Photographers are invited to submit up to five landscape pictures
that have been taken in the past eighteen months in the Greater
Newhaven area, i.e. the harbour, the village streets, Western Harbour,
in fact anywhere from the the Prom Bar at Anchorfield to The Old
Chain Pier Bar at Trinity Crescent.

© Erin

Lynch

There is nowhere in Edinburgh quite like the harbour for capturing
picturesque sunsets for, of course, there are not many houses or hills
to inhibit the view as you look west along the course of the river.
However, there is more to Newhaven than just the harbour; the quaint
houses along the north side of Main Street, the modern architecture of Platinum
Point, the attractive award-winning Starbank Park. the community garden
areas, the antiquity of a number of the buildings and artefacts that are still
to be found. Lots of potential to be portrayed with the ingenious eye of a
skilled photographer.
The thirteen best images in the opinion of a panel of judges will feature in a
calendar, the profits of which will help Newhaven Heritage accrue a “war
chest” that will be required to fund the acquisition of Victoria school once
vacated in 2020. Of course, Newhaven Heritage, in collaboration with others,
will need to apply for significant funding from certain bodies but along the way,
certain essential expenses will have to be met for preparatory work — legal,
financial, structural, publicity, etc. So every penny profit from the calendar sales
will be an essential contribution to this worthy cause.
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Three judges have generously agreed to help in filtering the
entries down to the final baker’s dozen — Francesco Tedesco is
an experienced photographer as well as the manager of Wex
Photo Video in Bonnington Business Centre, Tennant Street,
Leith; Frieda Morrison is a well known folk singer and radio
personality who hails from Portknockie on the Morayshire
coast and who has adopted Newhaven as the nearest thing to
home when residing in Edinburgh; and, finally, Douglas
Ratcliffe, Boxmaster (Treasurer) of Newhaven Heritage who is
a born and bred Bow-Tow with a keen eye for an
interesting photograph. The task ahead of them is a
challenging one as can be assessed by a random
selection of submissions illustrating this article.
(Ed:-The publication of these images is not an
indication that these will be short-listed.)

© Derek B

ell-jack

Ultimately, the overall decision regarding the
overall winner will be you, the public.
An
exhibition will take place in Ocean Terminal on
Saturday 1 September in the Scottish Design
© The Ro
bb Family
Exchange to be found on the first floor next to
Debenham’s. You will be able to vote for your
favourite picture of Newhaven from 10am until
5pm. The picture with the most votes cast will be declared the
winner by public acclamation.
Newhaven Heritage is very grateful for the support of local
businesses which, by advertising, are helping to defray the
production costs. Two sizes of adverts are available, a full
display advertisement measuring 7cm x 6cm at a cost of £25,
and a smaller semi-display advert, measuring 3.5cm x 5cm
costing £10. This size is ideal for small businesses,
perhaps working from home, or individuals that merely
want to demonstrate support for the project. If you
would like more details, please contact —
newhavenheritage@gmail.com with your email
address and phone number and someone will be in
touch.
The calendars, priced £5.99 each, will be on sale from
mid-September from selected outlets that will be
listed in the October edition of the Bow-Tow.
Apart from expressing our grateful thanks to
our advertisers, Newhaven Heritage, the
charity is indebted to all the entrants who are
submitting their artistic endeavours into the
competition. The closing date is Sunday 19
August. Submissions are made electronically
to —
photos@newhavenheritagecentre.org.uk.

© David Jo

hnston

© Peter U
nwin

© Alexander Knox

Check out Newhaven’s community website,
www.newhavenonforth.org.uk for details of the competition and downloadable terms and conditions.

.org.uk and www.newhavenheritagecentre.org.uk
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19TH MAY 1843
Sedurunt — The Moderator James Fairbairn, James Flucker, John Flucker, James Carnie, John
~, James Mather, William Fairley(?), Thomas
Flucker, (another) James Carnie, Martin Ramsay,
Thomas Noble, and John Marshall.

ABOVE A Pastor’s Visit, a calotype study by Hill and Adamson. James Gall, Rev Dr James
Fairbairn, unknown woman, Mrs Carnie Noble, Bessy Crombie, Mary Combe, Mrs Margaret
(Dryburgh) Lyall,

Other minutes note the admission of elders and
deacons (all men), and the moral discipline of
the people of Newhaven — a mention of one
couple for getting carried away with themselves
in Rose Park, Trinity, and other persons of low
moral activity. One woman was banned from
communion by Kirk Session for her constant
profane language, and in another minute the
Directors of the Edinburgh and Glasgow Railway
were lambasted for their desecration of the
Sabbath by running a train service. By 14th April
1845, James Mather had been appointed
Session Clerk to aid Dr Fairbairn — which made
for easier reading of the Minutes Book thereafter.

26TH JULY 1849
As Granton had no church, concern was raised by Mr James Carnie that the crews of vessels which lay at Granton
pier on the Sabbath, as well as families resident in that neighbourhood, required the opportunity of "the
ordinances of Grace". It was unanimously agreed by Session that Newhaven Free Church would assume the
spiritual oversight of that growing area. Dr Fairbairn would preach once a month to the Granton residents in
Newhaven and a search for a suitable place for worship would be undertaken with Dr William Finlay and Mr James
Carnie being given the responsibility of liaising with such parties at Granton who would attend.
13TH OCTOBER 1878
Until the above date, Dr James Fairbairn had been minister and Moderator of the Kirk Session. On this occasion,
his name was scored out and Mr Angus, presiding minister, was appointed interim Moderator.
6TH FEBRUARY 1879
The Minutes Book read, "It having pleased the Lord to take to himself their beloved pastor, the Rev Dr
Fairbairn, since the last meeting of Session, hereby record there [sic] deep sense of unspeakable loss which
they and the congregation have sustained by his removal. Their fond recollections of effective preaching,
& of manifold works of Faith & Labour of Love and their full conviction that the blessed [acts] of his
ministery [sic] will continue long to appeal among the people of this place.
" The members of Session also resolve that endeavouring meekly to love under this sore bereavement they
will give themselves to prayer that the Lord may be pleased to send them a pastor who, walking in the steps
of Dr Fairbairn, may feed them with the bread of life."
Their prayers were fully answered by the next incumbent, Dr David Kilpatrick.
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By KATTY Proudfoot

CHOIR
NoTES

It’s been a busy few months for Newhaven Community Choir with lots of gigs and a great opportunity to
record of some of our songs.
Our first gig since the last update was ‘Thrawn’ on 28th April at
Edinburgh’s Tradfest. We sang at Leith Docker’s Club, with
storytellers Jan Bee Brown, a choir member, Hilde Eskilde from
Norway and Norwegian male voice choir, Trass. The concert
was well attended and the day ended with a very enjoyable
social gathering of choirs at the Dreadnought pub where we
shared songs and serenaded the regulars. We hope to sing
with them again.
Our next date was Newhaven Gala Day on 26th May. We’re
always delighted to be involved in this Newhaven tradition as
we have strong connections to the school and hold our
rehearsals there. We sang at the quayside as
the boat came in and again in the playground
with the children afterwards. It was a beautiful
day with lots of families enjoying the event.

ABOVE: Singing with Herrekoret Compagnie Trass in
‘Thrawn’ for Tradfest

The Edinburgh Shoreline Project, now exhibiting
at Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh, invited us
to sing some songs to represent Newhaven. We
chose ‘Caller Ou’, ‘The Boatie Rows’ and ‘Caller
Herrin’’. The Edinburgh Shoreline Project’s
generous support has made it possible for us
make a recording of these traditional songs to
ABOVE: Singing at the Power of Food Festival
be played at the exhibition. Do listen out for us if you’re visiting! Our
recording for the Shoreline project took place on 13th June and was also made possible by North Edinburgh Arts
in Muirhouse. NEA is the home of Tinderbox, an open access music club for youngsters aged 10+. This is held on
Wednesdays from 6-8pm. They also run a programme of other music events for young people across Edinburgh.
On 17th June. we sang at Newhaven Community Garden as part of The Power of Food Festival – an Edinburghbased celebration of community gardening and gardeners. The gardens looked lovely and we enjoyed sampling
the tasty results of our hardworking community gardeners.
Our last event before the summer was an informal gig at the Forth Midsummer Challenge Regatta at the Royal
Corinthian Yacht Club on June 30. It was a blustery day so we had to hang on to our song sheets to stop them
blowing away, but enjoyed singing at what was a friendly and relaxed event.
Looking forward, we’ve been invited to sing live at The Edinburgh Shoreline Project exhibition in August and are
looking into a date for that. You can check our website for updates on this, and for autumn term dates.
https://newhavencommunitychoiredinburgh.wordpress.org
We also hope to sing at Victoria Primary School as part of Doors Open Day on 29th September 2018.

.org.uk and www.newhavenheritagecentre.org.uk

7

Picture taken about 1967

BY EVERY MEASURE last year’s Doors Open Day was a tremendous success. This year, the staff and pupils
of Victoria Primary School and Newhaven Heritage hope to build on their efforts.
Victoria School was founded in 1844. This makes it the
oldest working primary school in Edinburgh. The building
even yet abounds with original features and offers
fascinating insights into Victorian educational
institutions. Tour guides who were educated in the
school over sixty years ago will be on hand to tell about
their experiences.
So what will the visitor find inside these hallowed
walls? Well, for a start the original three storey high
building is quite clearly defined. Windows on the east facing
exterior are still in place (left) looking over the airy central hall. The early
school was extended in 1874 and this becomes obvious when you stand in the centre
of the atrium and notice the decorative wrought-iron brackets which support the
balcony that circumferences it.
The school still boasts original wainscoting and iron column radiators from the period as well as quirky objects such
as the archaic wall telephone used as an intercom (above right ).
Children from the school will be anxious to show off their newly refurbished “Wee Museum” and, indeed, will talk
brightly of their school in which they are rightly proud. The older pupils will be serving teas and coffees in the
school hall for the hungry visitor.
As last year, talks will be given in the Anchor Annexe relating the important place this iconic building has had in
the life of Newhaven as well as Newhaven’s history.
And as it comes to the end of its old life once the new bigger school premises in Western Harbour are completed
in 2020, there is a once-only chance for it to be reborn as a Heritage Centre and community hub for the benefit of
the local people. This is a great opportunity for visitors to engage with Newhaven Heritage and discuss their ideas
about what they would like to see in this next new exciting venture for this well-loved old lady.
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Bill Wilson
1939 — Newhaven families evacuated to Fort William
THE PHOTOGRAPH ON the left
was taken in September 1939 and
shows the Wilson family and
others ahead of their evacuation to
Fort William shortly after the
outbreak of World War 2.
It is taken in the playground of
Victoria Primary School. In the
background to the right you can see
the old infant school, which was
subsequently demolished and where
in 2014 the new classrooms were
built.
The photograph was uncovered
around five years ago and the family
identified by Bill Wilson. Bill, age 13
at the time of the photograph, can be seen standing to the left of his mother Wemyss in the centre of the photo.
In front are his sisters, Sheila (age 11), Joyce (age 9) and youngest member of the family, Drew (age 3).
The name of girl on the right of the photo is not known. You can see that she has her gas mask in the cardboard
box hanging round here neck. To the left of the photo are a mother and small boy. Bill remembers that there
were only two mothers who travelled with the group and this was because they had children under school age.
He thinks that this may, therefore, be a Mrs Ollason.
The families and children travelled to Fort William by train. The Wilson family stayed in a big house next to Parade
House and the English Church. Bill remembered it being big as the family stayed in a one bedroom flat on Main
Street Newhaven where numbers 17 – 19 are today. The flat was on the 2nd floor and Bill and his two sisters
shared the bedroom, while his father and mother and youngest brother Drew slept in the living room bed recess.
While in Fort William, Bill who by this time had left Victoria Primary School to go to Leith Academy, went to school
at Lochaber High,. His sisters, Shelia and Joyce, went to Inverlochy Primary School. Bill can’t recall how long the
family were in Fort William but he is fairly sure they were back home in Newhaven before Christmas that year.
Bill does remember playing in the square just off Main Street and watching the German planes flying up the Firth
of Forth heading for the Forth Bridge to bomb it. He remembers this most because his mother was shouting at
him from the second-floor window to get back inside!
By the end of the war, Bill had left school and was working as an apprentice engineer with his father’s business
Hutchison & Wilson in Granton Harbour. Bill continued to tell the story of his wartime evacuation over the years
until, sadly, he passed away in May this year just short of his 92nd birthday.

.org.uk and www.newhavenheritagecentre.org.uk
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Friends of Starbank Park

BEST NEIGHBOURHOOD
PARK 2018

by CHRISTINE Shepherd
LEFT TO RIGHT: The FOSP Delegation at
Woburn — Janet, Sarah, Stan and Vicki

THE HIGHLIGHT FOR Friends of Starbank Park since the March edition of The Bow-Tow was winning the
Horticulture Week Custodian Award for Best Neighbourhood Park in the UK. When we heard that we had
been nominated for the Award, and that the Awards Ceremony was to be held at Woburn Abbey, Janet,
Stan and some members travelled down, full of excitement, which increased tenfold when they learned that
we had won. Quite an achievement for Friends of Starbank Park considering it was only established five
years ago.
Three events have been held since the last edition of Bow Tow:
Good Friday Easter Egg Hunt — despite the drizzle there was the usual good
turnout with many Easter Eggs and Chocolate Easter Bunnies found and
consumed. Sue Lawrence opened the Tardis small library (right) and donated
one of her books to it. Her third novel is due out soon, featuring a girl who
goes from Newhaven Village to work in a big house — Starbank House
Cherry Blossom Tea Party on 5th May, when the Cherry Blossom obligingly
blossomed just before the event.
Bubble Festival on 7th July, which was part of the nationwide Fields in Trust
Day to encourage people to use their local parks. Children — and some adults
too — had a great time blowing bubbles of all shapes and sizes.
All three events were attended by huge numbers of people, giving proof that the
Best Neighbourhood Park Award was well deserved!
Friends of Starbank Park regularly submit applications to relevant funding bodies – many of them successful. Janet
publicised the Friends’ fund-raising strategies at a Resourcing Scotland event at the Balmoral Hotel on 26 April.
And what progress has been made in maintaining and enhancing the Park? Raised beds have now been installed
and will hopefully soon be producing edible crops. A regular programme of planting/renewing is in place and
Friends of Starbank Park work closely with the Council in enabling this to be carried out.
2018 being the Year of Young People, many local youth groups have already visited the Park to plant and learn.
Arrangements are in hand for further visits before the end of the year.
We run two volunteer sessions a week, Wednesday and Saturday, 10-11:30am, with refreshments afterwards.
Come and volunteer as you can or help out at our events.
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THE MURAL AT ARMADA STONE SQUARE —
This is the final design as voted by the public at an exhibition in June in the school.
The aim is to hold workshops for all participants in August and September to
actually paint the mural on panels which will then be mounted on the wall. Judy Crabb

Blooming brilliant!

So much has happened in the gardens over the past few months that it has
been quite hard to keep track!
Probably the most significant development in terms of sustainability is that we
have established a regular rota, run by four dedicated volunteers, who take it in
turns to lead sessions. The session dates and times (alternate Sundays 2-4 and
Fridays 3-5) are advertised to an email group and on social media and on the
Newhaven community website, newhavenonforth.org.uk. This, in addition to
some profile-raising events (especially the mural workshops) has helped produce
a slow but sure increase in the number of local residents joining in with the
development and maintenance of the community plots.

We are very pleased with the transformation of the Willowbank Row plot,
hitherto referred to as the Bindweed Bed! The soil was dug over with help from
volunteers from TCV Scotland, the conservation volunteer group, a weed-suppressing membrane was laid down and two planters built to sit on top. EdinBy LUCY Metcalfe
burgh Council park rangers delivered free wood chip mulch to help keep the
weeds down. We sowed the planters with salad, radish and carrot seeds, later
adding broad bean plants. With regular watering by one of our local volunteers, these have all grown abundantly,
and all we need now is for more people to be picking and eating them!
We were able to use this produce to create a tasty salad with, and for, visitors to the event that we put on for the
Power of Food Festival in June. This was an opportunity to show people round the gardens, celebrate growing
successes and encourage use of the gardens by local people. Including members of the Community Choir, who
entertained us wonderfully with locally sourced songs, we had around 40 visitors, who stayed to chat in the
sunshine, helped plant geraniums and picked produce for the communal salad.
For the Newhaven Gala Day, we planted up all the window boxes and tubs in the village with colourful flowers. We
also managed to weed and replant the raised beds in the school playground, which was quite a challenge, as the
sandy soil had turned to concrete in the seriously un-Scottish drought!
Most recently, an enthusiastic group of high school students were set to clearing and planting beds in Andrew
Wood Court, and the plot at the foot of Auchinleck's Brae. We had lots of help from our local Community Garden
Development officers, who are really supportive of our project. Everyone did a grand job, and we are hoping that
local residents will be inspired to come out and join in with caring for all the new plants.
Everyone is welcome at our gardening sessions, experienced or novice. And if you can't make a scheduled session,
feel free to water, weed and pick the produce whenever the mood takes you.

.org.uk and www.newhavenheritagecentre.org.uk
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— BOWTOW

BLETHERS —
are you a souper senior citizen?
JOIN US FOR A SOUP AND BREAD

SUNDAY
LUNCH
Check out our revamped
community website,

SUNDAY 28TH OCTOBER 2018
FROM 12PM TO 2PM
Anchor building
Victoria primary school

FREE ENTRY
(ANY DONATIONS WELCOME)

www.newhavenonforth.org.uk,
and keep up to date with all
that’s going on.

FOR MORE DETAILS or TO BOOK YOUR
PLACE, CONTACT

NEWHAVEN HERITAGE
COMMUNITY GARDENS
Join our gardening sessions in the plots
around Newhaven to plant and care for
the blooms in the area.
The teams are out and about on alternate
Fridays between 3pm and 5pm,
and Sundays, 2pm and 4pm.
All enquiries to
greenfingers@newhavenonforth.org.uk.
Like us, and share, at

SATURDAY 29th SEPT, 2pm to 4pm
● Informative talks
● Guided tours of the school
● Access to the newly refurbished ‘The
Wee Museum’ which includes
displays of Newhaven’s heritage
● Refreshments
See the school in the light of the fact
that it could, one day, belong to the

www.facebook.com/
NewhavenHeritageCommunityGarden

local people and discuss your ideas for
the building’s future with Newhaven
Heritage’s members on hand.

NEXT ISSUE — Published at the end of September 2018. If you have any suggestions for features that you
would like to see in future Bow-Tows, do please get in touch with us at Newhaven Heritage at
newhavenheritage@gmail.com. This is also the same email address to use if you wish to be put on the free
subscription list. The deadline for the next issue is Monday 10 September 2018.
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