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IN THIS ISSUE . . .
NEWHAVEN CENTRE PROJECT
LAUNCH SPECIAL

NEWHAVEN HERITAGE
CENTRE
is recognised as a
Scottish registered
charity No. SC044837

The cover picture has been
provided by Wendy Södergren who
has donated about 200 images
taken in the late 60s and early 70s
to our library. A feature article on
Wendy’s archive will be published
in the next Bow-Tow.
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SUMMARY REPORT
ON OPEN MEETING
by Dr GEORGE Venters

N OCTOBER 4th 2018 a public meeting started the
campaign to have Victoria Primary School
transferred to community ownership so that it
could be a hub for community activities. It was an ideal
start. Though not necessarily the most appealing of ways
to spend a couple of hours on a Thursday night,
nevertheless more than a hundred people packed the hall.
And there was a buzz about the place. It was clear that
many people were interested and wanted to have their
say about what should happen to the school. Further,
some were prepared to commit their time, expertise and
energies to taking the project ahead.
We had arranged ten tables around the hall with seats for eight
at each – the idea was to encourage people to share their
thoughts on two main questions – what should the school
provide to meet the needs and wants of local people? And how
could it be made to pay its way? Because so many came, we
had to add more seats to some tables and set up more tables.
Heather Yang opened and chaired the meeting which was in
two parts. She introduced the two speakers who set the scene
and provided sound information and advice on how to realise
our ambitions.
The first was Justin Kenrick, chair of Action Porty and the
Bellfield Project. They have led the way for they were the first
successfully to buy a property in a city, (Bellfield Church in
Portobello), under the new legislation enabling a
community’s right to buy. He outlined what they had done
and what was needed to succeed — giving us an example
we could learn from and showing what was possible.
He was followed by Nicky Donald of Community Ownership
Support Scotland. Nicky provides expertise and support to
communities like ours who are setting out on the road of having
assets transferred to communities to manage for themselves. As
well as covering the essential practicalities, Nicky gave examples
of similar enterprises elsewhere. She encouraged us to contact
them and learn from their experience — and we will.
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After the talks, Mike Stevenson of Thinktastic opened and
guided the discussion on how to answer the key questions.
Each table had a facilitator to help focus on and answer them.
But really the people around the tables made the running
themselves. Enthusiasm, energy and insight were the order of
the evening. So many were wanting to say so much that the
noise of the parallel conversations sometimes made it
difficult to hear what was being said. But we hope the
facilitators have managed to record the salient points. We
are now working our way through the collected material and will
have a full report for the next Bow-Tow which will be published
at the end of December. Anyone who offered to play an active
part in this new venture will be invited to another meeting in
the not too distant future.
(You can get a fair idea of what people seem to be wanting
from Gordon’s outline report which follows this article of the
analysis of the responses of the questionnaires we’ve had
returned thus far).
A final vote of thanks must go to Andrew McInnes, owner of
Porto & Fi, who very generously donated two large trays of
tray-bake which were enjoyed by those able to linger a little
bit longer at the meeting’s end to chat over a cuppa.
I personally was impressed by the clear awareness of the
realities of setting up the hub and making it pay its way
among many of the people who came. The level of practical
insight and the numbers of able and willing people who know
what is needed should give us confidence that we’ll get a hub
that meets the real needs of the community. What was also
very heartening was the strong sense of community among all
who came.
All in all it was a very positive meeting and great way to
launch our campaign..
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????

POSING THE
? ? ? ?
QUESTIONS
The results of our pre-launch questionnaire
are revealed
By GORDON Young
As the hosts of the various TV talent shows are fond of
saying, “The results are now in! . . . “

INCE ITS FOUNDING in 2009, Newhaven Heritage, and its former incarnation Newhaven Action
Group, has been working towards the establishment of a heritage and community centre. Everything
it has undertaken was to raise the awareness of this ambition. Now with the opportunity to acquire
the vacated Victoria school in 2020 that goal is in sight. By taking advantage of the new legislation
enshrined in the various Acts of the Scottish Parliament designed to empower and strengthen their
community, an irrefutable case can be built.
One of the persuasive arguments that needs to be put forward — and it is merely only one of a number — is to
show that the local community feel the need for the school buildings to be used as a community asset.
A questionnaire was formed to let the local people express their opinions about what functions the buildings would
serve, how they would like to see the classrooms being used and how the playground could be best utilised. The
survey was conducted at the exhibition of the Calendar Competition finalists at the Scottish Design Exchange in
Ocean Terminal at the beginning of September and again at the school’s Doors Open Day on September 29. An
online survey was also organised in parallel. The response of 135 questionnaires completed was gratifying and felt
to be a good start.
Many of the ideas that were generated by the respondents were exciting. Once a dedicated steering group is
formed challenged with the task of taking the project forward, it will have the opportunity to examine and distil
them into the business plan that will be formed because demonstrating sustainability is key to any approach made
to potential benefactors when seeking initial funding. The suggestions are likely to prove to be a good foundation
for making full use of the complex that will contribute towards creating an identifiable community of Greater
Newhaven.
It will be interesting to see what additional ideas are generated from our Open Meeting too,
So what ideas have come out of the survey so far? Well, there’s a universal expectation that the old school would
house a community museum. In its previous manifestation this was a popular tourist attraction with a footfall at
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its peak of over 34,000 visitors per year. With the increasing tourism visiting Britannia, tour buses travelling along
Pier Place, cruise ships visiting Newhaven and not forgetting the possibility of the trams, a museum and heritage
centre would prove to be a financial mainstay of the building.
The second most requested facility is “Activities for Older People”. Suggestions such as light exercises, e.g. yoga,
tai chi, Pilates in the gym hall or in the playground would be beneficial for the older person’s well-being as would
tea dances and walks beginning from the Heritage Centre as the starting point. More cerebral exercises were
suggested that could be obtained from classes ranging from learning a foreign language to understanding how
to use a computer or tablet; to practical craft courses such as quilting to art classes.
The cafe was another popular request. More than anything else, a cafe serves as a meeting place and an
opportunity for those attending various classes and events to come together before or afterwards and get to know
each other. Newhaven Heritage has always had the vision since its inception that the Centre would be the
hub that creates opportunities to engage.
The hall can seat 120 people and can be used as a theatre and community cinema as well as its intended purpose
of being a sports hall where badminton or soft tennis could be played. A local amateur drama company could
perhaps be founded and certainly a youth theatre would be good for the young people in the area.
That there is little to engage teenagers in the area was not missed by respondents who wanted to see a youth club
in the old school as well as it being well used by uniformed organisations, the Scouting Association (which already
makes use of the school) and Guiding too. A number of people suggested cycling lessons and puppy training
sessions in the playground.
So many exciting ideas have been generated including some fun ones like indoor skydiving and a rodeo in the
playground. Wacky? Maybe but definitely different and, who knows, perhaps even workable with some lateral
thinking.
In the course of this survey, we were contacted by Duncan Bremner of Citizen Curator, part of Leith Creative which
was formed to nurture a sense of history and to promote identity and creativity in Leith and North Edinburgh. In
2017, as part the People and Places: Make Leith Better programme, Duncan led a group from Leith Creative and
architecture and design agency, Lateral North, and visited Victoria Primary. A range of conversations were held
around a table displaying an interactive map of Scotland. Each pupil had an opportunity to experience what a
possible Scotland might look like using virtual reality (VR) headsets. In total they spoke to 150 children aged
between six and twelve. Using the examples of what a possible Scotland might look like, they asked a simple
question – What would you like to see in your community? The subsequent report makes interesting reading.
The opinions of the children, young though they may be, are just as valid as the adults who responded to the
Newhaven Heritage survey. In many cases, their answers and ideas reflect those of the grown-ups. However, the
survey does draw attention to the lack of facilities for young folk in the area and a sensitive assessment of their
environment, Gymnastic tuition, dance lessons, learning to play musical instruments, a computer coding club, and
playing games using virtual reality were all identified as worthy pursuits. I’m sure the steering group will pay heed
to all opinions in structuring their plan, not least the children.
More suggestions and ideas emanated from the Open Meeting as well. All of these will be considered in the
preparation of a business plan which will be necessary to prove the financial feasibility and sustainability of the
heritage centre and community centre.
The steering group’s task ahead will not be an easy one but the positive response, the willingness to contribute,
and the wisdom of so many suggestions is reassuring, Newhaven Heritage is confident that the transfer of the
buildings and grounds to the community will be successful. And by using the centre wisely and well, a sense of an
integrated one-ness Greater Newhaven will be created by encouraging and facilitating opportunities to mix on
many different levels.

. . . and the winner is . . . (over-long pause to effect tension) . . . N E W H A V E N !
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ABOVE: St Andrew’s Newhaven before 1882 when the
steeple was added. We have no view of the church from a
westward facing angle. Does anyone know of such a picture?

HEN
THE
congregation of
the
Free
Protesting
Church
of
Scotland in Newhaven
raised funds to build their
church through public
subscription, it had seating
for 600 plus another 200 in
the galleries. However, the
money didn’t run to a
steeple
to
the
disparagement
of
Newhaveners by outsiders.
Within a few years of the
Rev
David
Kilpatrick
arriving following the
death
of
Dr
James
Fairbairn, the money was
pledged for a fine steeple
to be constructed. The church was substantially rebuilt
in 1882 -83, when a tower, spire and new vestry were
added. The architects for this work was Wallace &
Flockhart.

6TH FEB 1879
Rev John Thomson of Free Kirk of St Ninian’s, Leith appointed interim moderator.
14 JULY 1879
Deacons (whose function relates to the temporal concerns of the Church) having been invited and represented by
John Linton and James Flucker, the Kirk Session deliberated as to the most suitable day for Mr Kilpatrick's induction
and asked the Presbytery of Edinburgh for it to take place on Thursday 11th September.
16TH SEPT 1879
Rev D Kilpatrick’s first session. Miss Bryden laid claim to Dr Fairbairn’s pulpit gown. Mr Dishington (Elder) was
asked by session “to see about it”.
23 SEPT 1879
Mr Dishington’s powers of persuasion seem to have worked. Miss Bryden relinquished all claims to the pulpit
gown "for the Good of the Church".
15TH OCTOBER 1879
A flush of young communicants sought approval from Session to join.
9TH APRIL 1880
The Communion Roll was revised and purged and found to contain 613 persons in full Communion.
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8TH NOVEMBER 1881
A proposal was accepted to increase office bearers by another two and communions from two to three.
(As it turned out an additional eight elders were approved but the decision to install new deacons were deferred until
the elders had been ordained.)
8TH MARCH 1882
The Communion Roll was again reviewed and 100 members removed due to removal and death. Despite this, the
Roll had increased.
As was common practice within the Free Church of Scotland, there were a number of times within the
minutes that young members of the congregations were compeared (summonsed) to appear personally
before Kirk Session, being a Court of the Church, to answer to accusations of prenuptial fornication. This
usually resulted in a stern rebuke form the Minister and being admonished.
On one occasion, a young man admitted to being drunk and of lewd behaviour with a young woman not
of the congregation. He was banned from attending the next Communion but reinstated after it had taken
place. No doubt such salacious activity enlivened the otherwise mundane proceedings of most session
meetings.
8TH OCTOBER 1882
The moderator intimated that owing to the crowded state of the Fishermen’s Hall, it would be for Session to
consider the best way to dispense communion which would take place on the last Sabbath of October (28th). Due
to the smallness of number of elders attending, this decision was deferred until 14th Oct.
Renovations to the church building were now underway at this time.
14TH OCTOBER 1882
It was decided that simultaneous services would be held in both the Free Fishermen’s Hall and the Mission Hall for
those who could not be accommodated and that intimation from the pulpit would be made when each table would
begin to prevent any from being disappointed.
8TH NOVEMBER 1882
The committee appointed to carry out the arrangements duly
reported that "the communion was observed with all due
solemnity and conducted in an orderly amd edifying manner".
11TH DECEMBER 1883
“. . . some consideration regarding the Female Sabbath School
which had been shut during the alterations of the church, it was
agreed to open it again the following Sabbath.”

DID YOU KNOW?
Rev Kilpatrick raised the appeal for a steeple to honour the
memory of his predecessor, Dr James Fairbairn?
The fishermen of Newhaven brought the stone for the
steeple from Fife to Newhaven in their fishing boats such
was their affection for the church?
It is said the the tune of Newhaven’s anthem, “Caller
Herrin’” inspired the peel of bells of St Andrew's and St
George's West Church, George Street.
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By KATTY Proudfoot

CHOIR
NoTES
UR SUMMER TERM
finished at the end of
June but we haven’t
been idle since then! We had
an informal sing at the
Dreadnought
Pub
on
Thursday 26July when their
regular
musician
Iain
MacLeod was on holiday. It
was a most enjoyable evening
singing some of our favourite
songs over a few beers and
glasses of wine. Our singing
didn’t seem to put anyone off
their drinks and we hope to
do it again soon.

Members of the choir were invited to the opening event for The Edinburgh Shoreline project at the Botanic
Gardens on 27 July. It was exciting to see the exhibition and hear our recordings in situ. The exhibition continues
in the John Hope Gateway until 28 October and comprises a map of the 27 kilometres of Edinburgh’s coast with
details of different towns and villages, photos, objects of interest, some wonderful knitted sea creatures and, of
course, our recordings; it’s well worth a visit.
On Monday 20 August we were invited back to the Botanic Gardens to sing at the John Hope Gateway and also at
the Pianodrome (see photo above). We sang two sets of about 30 minutes including the songs we recorded for
the Shoreline Project, “Caller Ou” (Fresh Oysters), “Caller Herrin’” and “The Boatie Rows”. Singing in the
Pianodrome was an interesting experience. If you didn’t see it when it was visiting the Botanics, it was described
as a ‘playable sculpture and community arts space’. It was a geometric tent with the interior fabricated from 50
old pianos which were destined for destruction. There were also five playable pianos within the tent for anyone to
play on. The space hosted a large number of concerts and musical events during its time at the Botanics. It has
now been dismantled and stored and it is hoped will become a travelling venue, perhaps for future music festivals.
During the summer we received the news that our Musical Director, Lawrence Davies, had been offered a
lectureship in Austria, starting this autumn. We’re very sad to see Lawrence go as the choir have gone from
strength to strength under his leadership, but delighted that he’s been given such a wonderful opportunity. We
wish him and his wife Hannah and their son Jamie all the best for their time in Austria. We’re currently auditioning
for our next choir leader.
On Saturday 15 September we sang at Newhaven Harbour for the passengers of the Norwegian Jade cruise ship
anchored in the Forth as they waited to return to their ship. Our former Musical Director, and committee Chair,
Jed Milroy came to lead us and we sang a selection of our favourite songs. Some of the passengers came to speak
to us once we’d finished singing and one gentlemen asked about our version of Auld Lang Syne.
We gathered at Doors Open weekend at Victoria School at the end of the September,

Come and join us (especially male voices!) We rehearse every Wednesday evening at Victoria school annexe.
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BIG “Thank You” to all those who entered into our
2019 Calendar Competition. The standard was
very high and made the task a difficult one for our
judges, Radio Personality and Folk Singer, Frieda
Morrison, Francesco Tedexo of Wex Photo Video, and
Dougie Ratcliffe, our own Boxmaster. Well done to the
winner Jodie Barnes seen here on the right with her
winning image and receiving her voucher for £100 plus
two calendars. Calendars, priced £5.99 are available from
our stand in the Scottish Design Exchange, Ocean
Terminal, Welch the Fishmonger, Masons the Bakers,
Porto and Fi, Cafe Connections in Newhaven Church,
Perfectly Paris Hair Styists, Newhaven Main Street, and
The Haven at Anchorfield.
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by CHRISTINE
Shepherd

Autumn sees Friends of Starbank Park continuing to justify its award of Best Neighbourhood Garden in the
UK. We have a programme of events lined up:
● Macmillan Coffee Morning: Saturday 29th September, 10am-12 noon
● Our now well established annual Hallowe’en party takes place on Saturday 27th October, 3-5pm. Come along
and enjoy dookin’, pumpkin carving and a host of other Hallowe’en activities, and then refresh yourselves with
tea/coffee and some delicious home baking
● Christmas wreath making workshops: Saturday 8th December
The Friends of Starbank Park were delighted that the Park was awarded the highest level (5) as a result of the
annual inspection by ‘It’s Your Neighbourhood’. Here are some of their comments to give a flavour of what they
particularly noted about the Park:
The committee and other Friends’ volunteers are very hands on in the park, and it is a well-loved asset in the
community. On the visit more and more members turned up to help with gardening and maintenance. It was
nice to see familiar and friendly interaction with park users who had developed a relationship with the committee
members. The local residents are very engaged, they provide financial support and attend the main events
throughout the year which are promoted through different social media
channels. The group is very active on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter.
Outdoor pilates and jogging sessions are now being held in the park, and
these have proved to be very popular. All events and activities are open
to the public.
St Columba’s Hospice residents visit the Park frequently and on Sunday 19
August St Columba’s held a ‘Summer to Remember’ event at the Park, at
which Friends of Starbank assisted.
The Friends were very pleased with the excellent article about the Park in the
September/October edition of Edinburgh Life – obtainable at Asda!
Of course the main purpose of the Friends of Starbank Park is to work with the
Council to maintain and enhance the Park. Again, some comments from the ‘It’s Your
Neighbourhood’ report will show some of the recent achievements in the Park:
The group has increased the number of bird, bat and bug boxes in the park to
encourage biodiversity. Some of these bug hotels double as planters and are most
attractive. Pollinator friendly plants have been incorporated throughout the park. I
could see lots of bees around some of the beds which was great to see. The group have
continued to look after the plants they installed for last year’s theme, the bees and trees.
The group is also installing hedgehog houses.
The park is rich in heritage, and the group is very conscious of this ensuring that there is consultation with the
community regarding any developments. It was great to see a park that has traditional planting and well
maintained beds but with borders that were more natural and wild.
Raised beds have recently been installed with the help of a grant from Action Earth, and vegetables are now being
grown in them. (See photos above.)
We run two volunteer sessions a week, Wednesday and Saturday 10-11:30am with refreshments afterwards. Come
and volunteer as you can or help out at our events.
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Newhaven Heritage Community Gardens now have a new compost bin
installed in the Old Burial Ground that was constructed from pallets
delivered by Oot Noo and built by the Men of Leith Men’s Shed and it is
getting filled. Worms will have fun!
The Main Street garden is looking smart as it is all pruned and tidied up. New
planters have been moved into the village from the school playground which was
all smartened up before the children went back to school. We have also been
clearing the weeds at the harbour though the rain has often got the better of us.
A volunteer from Starbank Park has been assisting and we are hoping to get it all
beautiful by the end of September. We now have a donation of a new
wheelbarrow too.
There has been loads of
weeding and the creation of a
By HEATHER Yang mini-wildflower garden at Great
Michael Rise. Pansies were donated
by Morrison's and planted around the village to offer some
colour through the Autumn months. We now also have a
donation of a new wheelbarrow. By the end of September the
window boxes will be a blaze of colour as we will have pansies
and cyclamen planted by the primary school children to enhance
the window sills and brighten the place up with the aid of the City
of Edinburgh Council Park Rangers.
The garden even has an international feel as for the last six
months we have had volunteers from Costa Rica with their own
plot and that has been exciting. If anyone wants their own plot
to cultivate please send us a message.
We received ‘Thriving’ and 83% again this year from “It’s Your
Neighbourhood” Assessor.
He stated ‘The gardens and
containers
throughout
Newhaven village are a riot of colour, the range being grown, and
all successfully, is immense. One, of the many excellent activities
this group undertakes, is with children who sow/plant seeds and
cultivate them with tools geared for children. The activity within
Newhaven Heritage Community Garden is remarkable and how the
group has managed to brighten this corner of Edinburgh needs
highlighting to a wider audience’
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A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY
The Newhaven Mural Revealed

SUNDAY 4th NOVEMBER
Main St, Newhaven
Armada Square Garden
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— BOWTOW

BLETHERS —

are you a souper senior citizen?
JOIN US FOR A SOUP AND BREAD

SUNDAY
LUNCH
SUNDAY 28TH OCTOBER 2018
FROM NOON TO 2PM
Anchor building
Victoria primary school

FREE ENTRY
(ANY DONATIONS WELCOME)

Join local bookbinder Cass for a creative workshop at Newhaven
Primary - for children and adults. We'll take inspiration from
Newhaven Heritage Community Garden to make a set of nature
stamps and print our own paper. We'll learn how to bind our
hand-printed pages together using a simple but effective stitch.

FOR MORE DETAILS or TO BOOK YOUR
PLACE, CONTACT

You'll leave the workshop with your own set of stamps (that you
can use again and again) and at least one finished book, plus
the know-how to make more at home.

Contact hello@newhavenonforth.org.uk for details

NEWHAVEN HERITAGE
COMMUNITY GARDENS

The
Interested in sharing memories?

Join our gardening sessions in the plots
around Newhaven to plant and care for
the blooms in the area.
The teams are out and about on alternate

NEWHAVEN HERITAGE is a local charity that aims to share the unique heritage of
Newhaven with all generations.

Fridays between 3pm and 5pm,

REMINISCENCE IS a normal part of everyday life for most people of all ages. In
their later years, however, people often lose those with whom they have most in
common, whether through bereavement or geographical separation, leaving them
feeling very alone with their memories. We have created resources based on life in
Newhaven that can be used to trigger memories and conversations with all the
enjoyment and well being that that can bring.

and Sundays, 2pm and 4pm.
All enquiries to
greenfingers@newhavenonforth.org.uk.
Like us, and share, at

Would you like to help us to share these resources with residents
of local care homes?
We can provide training.
We will build offers of sessions around the times you may be able to give.

www.facebook.com/

Would you like to find out more?

NewhavenHeritageCommunityGarden

Please contact Judy Crabb of Newhaven Heritage for more details —

Contact
judithcrabb1@gmail.com

newhavenheritage@gmail.com for details
NEWHAVEN HERITAGE is campaigning to acquire the iconic
Victoria Primary School for the benefit of Newhaven’s
community when the new replacement school is built in 2020

Full training will be given

NEXT ISSUE — Published at the end of December 2018. If you have any suggestions for features that you
would like to see in future Bow-Tows, do please get in touch with us, Newhaven Heritage, at
newhavenheritage@gmail.com. This is also the same email address to use if you wish to be put on the free
subscription list. The deadline for the next issue is Monday 10 December 2018.
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