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GOOD AND FAITHFUL
SERVANT
by Dr GEORGE Venters

George demits office as Chair of our charity, Newhaven Heritage Centre, at the AGM
after ten years of diligent and steadfast leadership. Without his clarity of vision,
persistence and, yes, when the need arose, typical Newhaven bloody-mindedness,
Newhaven would not today have any hope of restoring its museum and recreating the self-supporting,
socially cohesive community the village was once noted for. We owe a sincere debt of thanks to him.
WHEN I RETIRED IN 2003, ONE OF MY COLLEAGUES
gave me a book on how to write a family history. I’d
always been keen on writing so I thought “Why not?” not knowing how busy retirement would be. It took
until 2008 to start it and naturally I came to Newhaven.
I knew it was the place that — along with my Ma and
Da — made me the person that I am. I’ve always been
grateful and my heart lies here.
I picked up with childhood friends and acquaintances to
share stories, particularly about New Lane where I lived.
Searching for photographs of old Newhaven I
contacted Denise Brace of Edinburgh City Museums
and she introduced me to the kind, caring, clever, and
knowledgeable patriarch of the village, George
Hackland. I, and many others, miss him dearly. I
learned much more from him than just the stories about
Newhaven.
He told me about what was happening to the museum
— by then it had closed – and how a group of stalwarts
was trying to get it re-opened. I joined that group and
was inveigled into helping set up the charity, Newhaven
Action Group, that evolved into the Newhaven Heritage
Centre. I was the original chair and now am passing on
the baton to the man who was my first choice for the
post at the very outset of this journey, Jeff Liston.
At the time Jeff had very heavy commitments elsewhere
and only now has been able to retrench and focus on
leading Newhaven Heritage towards the goal we have
had since we started.
On the 9th of November 2009, I wrote the following to
Ms Thomson — before she became “Laura”..
“ I support George Hackland's view that Victoria School
offers the best prospect of an enduring physical and
supportive environment for the Newhaven Museum. The
tasks we need to address are to develop a plan by which
to secure general agreement that this is a viable way
forward and specific proposals to make it happen”
It’s been a long journey but this prospect is now within
our grasp . . .
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As I look back over the decade it’s the people who spring
to mind, the many who tried to help and the goodwill we
always encountered. Some are no longer with us like
George Hackland and Alex Tait — whose energy,
enthusiasm and expertise is sadly missed. But some have
stayed the course from the start and others have joined
and made a world of difference for the better. The three
other remaining originals, Jeff, Harry Summers and Owen
Scott have always unfailingly supported me through the
problems we’ve met on the way.
Many NH people have done their bit to build a better
Newhaven but I’ve had the pleasure of working with
some strikingly selfless, kind and competent people.
There is no way I could list or recall them all but from
that cast of hundreds, the key ones to whom I will
forever be indebted are:
Laura Thomson, the head teacher of Victoria Primary
helped us from the outset. Involving us and having the
bairns take part in projects and activities that put
heritage to the fore. It helped us to get our message
across that the past mattered for it shaped the
community as it is now. She was generous in making
rooms available for our meetings and kept the dream
alive by setting up and running the “Wee Museum” .
She also kept us abreast of issues that were significant
for us, particularly the possibility of the school
becoming a home for the museum. We can now see
that our original dream has a chance of coming true.
Who hasn’t seen Heather Yang working tirelessly, in all
weathers in the gardens that she has created and
improved in Newhavent? Always with a smile and
friendly word for the passer by, she doesn’t just grow
flowers and food, she grows friendships. Her work with
the bairns in the school has helped enthuse them about
their own environment and take part in activities to
improve it. Heather knits the bonds of community
together in the best of Newhaven traditions.
Gordon Young has been the man who gets things done
for so many organisations but for none more than
Newhaven Heritage. His industry, wide range of technical
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and design skills and knowledge and willingness to help are
second to none. He came into an organisation that was
meandering along and galvanised it into a much tighter,
better focussed organisation. His talent for design also
helped us look good (except for the choice of photo he
uses for me in the Bow-Tow [Ed: It was a selfie, George!]).
He is the essence of integrity and totally committed to the
resurrection of the museum in the school.
When George Hackland died, no one in the committee
had any doubt that the only person who could succeed
him as our Preses was Sophia Abrahamsen. No one
alive knows more about Newhaven than Sophia. While
her spirited telling of the stories of Newhaven show
how knowledgeable she is, what is well concealed — in
the best of Newhaven traditions — is the extent of her

loyal caring and kindness for colleagues and friends
beset by problems.
And her shrewd perspicacity has certainly kept me fully
aware of issues that I might have missed. She would,
however, readily agree that she fits into Charles Reades’
description of a Newhavener: “All Newhaveners were
musical and narrative. Three out of four sing a song or tell
a story and they seldom miss an opportunity to do so.”
Colleagues like these are hard to come by and it’s
hard to loosen ties with them. But I take comfort
from the fact that the cause of Newhaven Heritage
is in safe hands and many equally able others are
waiting in the wings. I’m grateful to have had the
chance to promulgate those historical values and
traditions that I believe are the foundation on which
to build kind, caring and supportive communities.

NEWHAVEN PARISH CHURCH HALL

MEETINGS START AT 7pm

17 Sept. AGM followed by videos 'Memories of Newhaven' followed by a 'Birthday Buffet' to celebrate our
20th birthday.
29 Oct. 'Settlements on the Forth' part 2 with Ian MacDonald. This is a follow up to last years part one when
Ian will give a talk on the settlements (some not so well known) from the bridges to the mouth of the River Forth.
19 Nov. 'Burke and Hare' with Eric Melvin. Eric makes a return visit to our group and on this occasion will tell
us the story of Edinburgh at the time of Burke and Hare.
21 Jan. Music night when we will be entertained by our usual band and singer, with Lauri and Gillian. This is
always a very popular night when we can sit and listen or sing along to some popular songs.
18 Feb. 'Lighthouses on the Forth' with Dave Berry. It is surprising how many lighthouses there were on the
Forth and Dave will tell us about them all.
17 Mar. 'Behind the Wall' with John Hodge. John and a group from Newhaven Church had a recent visit to
Palestine. John is going to tell us about the trip and what life is like living behind the wall.
14 Apr. 'Our Health and our Environment' with Prof Anthony Seaton. This is a follow up talk from Anthony talk
last session on the demise of King Coal. This talk will raise awareness of the environment and its effect on our health.

LIKE US ON facebook /NewhavenOnForth

VISIT US on www.newhavenheritagecentre.org.uk

Old Sherag
JOHN YOUNG 1838 - 1909
By SOPHIA Abrahamsen (Great grand-daughter)
MY MOTHER WAS BORN IN HIS HOUSE, 18 WILLOWBANK ROW.
As she said, it wasn’t the normal situation of visiting your
grandparents once a week; she saw him everyday and and had
lots of vivid memories of him. My Grannie kept house for him
from the age of 12 after his wife, Aggie (Agnes) Cowie, died.
As well as the two churches, there was a Mission (I believe
called the Scottish Coast Mission) which met in Fishermen’s
Hall. As well as the Main Street entrance, there was a back
entrance from Pier Place. The seats were long wooden
benches with a hinged flap on the back which could be lifted
up to reveal a ledge to put a hymn book on. John Young
always took my mother up the back stairs. They sat in the
back seat so he could take her out quickly if she made too
much noise. (She was very young.) The hinged flaps made
a great noise if she kicked them up and down; when she
wouldn’t stop, he took her out!
On Sunday afternoons, he took my mother and her older
sister, Aggie, to his wife’s grave in Rosebank Cemetery, Afterwards they
visited a friend of his who lived in nearby Elizafield.
18 Willowbank Row, being the last tenement in the street, had a wall at the side of it which separated it from the
backgreens of Whale Brae — an ideal place for children to play so John Young made a rope swing for them.
My mother was often sent down to the harbour where Old Sherag would be working on his boat to tell him his
dinner was ready. He always told her not to step on “the green stones”, i.e. those with seaweed on, in case she fell,
He might say, “Tell your mother I’ll be up in ten minutes”, to which my mother would reply, “No, my mother says
you’ve to come now!” She said that at that time you called your grandfather “GRAN-DYE”.
An old lady who was our neighbour in Anchorfield told my mother that she remembered John Young coming to
visit her father who was too old and infirm to go fishing. He brought his sick money from the Free Fishermen’s
Society. Not only was he a member of the Free Fishermen’s Society, he was a Freemason too. A large
commemoration plate featuring Robert Burns, who was a Freemason, featured in his house.
John Young’s boat was called “Nellie” an open, yawl with a lug sail, and registered LH286 at Newhaven. It had a
crew of two. The remarks in the register shows the certificate was endorsed on 5 December 1905 and the boat was
lost at Leith Pier. The date of entry states 13 February 1909 but the actual accident, which cost the lives of Old
Sherag and the young man that was also on the boat at the time, was Tuesday 2 February of that year. The
newspaper report of the incident is shown on the page opposite.
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My mother and her best friend, Emmy, were playing in Willowbank Row when
they saw men carrying John Young’s body wrapped in an oilskin up the narrow
lane which was an access from Main Street. (The lane was known unofficially
as “Coffin Lane”.) Mother told Emmy, “That’s my gran-dye, he’s been drowned!”
There’s an irony to this sad tale.
The first state pension in the
UK was the Old Age Pension.
The law was passed in
August 1908 and the first
pensions paid on 1 January
1909 to around 500,000
people aged 70 or more
for those earning 12
shillings (60p) or less.
However a decision was
taken that John Young
was not eligible as he owned
his own boat and his own house. His local councillor
fought this decision and it was eventually agreed that he would
be entitled to the pension which was five shillings (25p) per week. He drew
his first pension one week and was drowned the next. My mother said it was always easier for her
to remember when Old Age Pensions were introduced because of this.

BOATING DISASTER AT NEWHAVEN.
TWO MEN DROWNED.
Two Newhaven fishermen went out to the Black Rocks, east of
Leith, to fish, when the vessel was capsized in a squall, and the
men were drowned. John Young, a man of 70 years of age,
residing at 18 Wellbank Road (sic—Willowbank Row),
Newhaven, and a youth of 17 years, named William Linton,
residing at 8 Westmost Close, Newhaven. The two men were
engaged at the time in the flounder fishing. They had on
Monday set their nets, and yesterday morning about eight
o'clock left Newhaven for the purpose of taking them up. The
movements of the yawl were witnessed from another fishing
vessel, also belonging to Newhaven, which was some
considerable distance away. It appears that the yawl had
reached the Black Rock in safety, despite the fact that a gusty
wind was blowing and the sea was very choppy. The men drew
the nets, which were about a mile off the Edinburgh Dock at
Leith, and were making for the harbour at Newhaven when the
casualty occurred. It appears that the sail had not been hoisted
when a sudden squall struck the little craft, heeling her over, so
that she filled with water, and sank. Both men were thrown
into the sea, and were much handicapped in their efforts to
keep themselves afloat by their heavy clothing. The other
vessel immediately bore down,but before reaching the spot
both men had sunk. Young's body was recovered, but the
search for Linton's was fruitless. The body of Young, who was
a widower, was taken to Newhaven. Linton was unmarried,
and was the sole support of his mother, who was a widow.
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Extract from “The Scotsman”,
Wednesday 3 Feb 1909
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PRECiOUS GiFTS . . .
Over the years, Newhaven Heritage has been the recipient of many interesting photographs, valuable
information and artefacts from generous donors. Most recently, we have been greatly privileged to be given
two major additions that will benefit our facilities for a museum.

IN MAY 2019, WE WERE APPROACHED BY JIM CLOSS AND ANN
Sutherland, both members of Edinburgh Cine & Video Society,
Scotland's oldest film making society founded in 1936. Having
passed the Living Memory Association's office in the Pleasance which
Jim passed frequently, it occurred to him that oral history recording
was something their club members could contribute to so he
contacted the LMA. They suggested Newhaven, and gave him
George Hackland's address for contact. The result is an entrancing
30 minute film of Memories of Newhaven filmed in 2002-2004.

Jim recently came across this long forgotten footage of George
(top left), Elsie Tierney (centre) and Jimmy Wilson (third down).
This vital piece of Newhaven’s historical record has been
donated to the Newhaven Heritage Centre archive for people
to enjoy in the future.
He also held out the tantalising prospect of the filmed interview
with Nan Moan, (bottom left) which Ann had in video tape form.
This, too, has now been digitised after a bit of a struggle with
technology.
Furthermore, we were thrilled to be given transcripts of the
interviews which will be uploaded to the “virtual” museum’s website
(until the day dawns when the “real” museum is restored). We
anticipate this will benefit Newhaveners, ex-pats and sociology
students alike.
George, Elsie, Jimmy and Nan between them cover many topics of their
youth and young adulthood in the village — playing in the streets,
wartime, going to work, and so on.
But first, by kind arrangement of the Newhaven Community History
Group, the “World Première” of this important film. Chairman David
Seaton and the NCHG committee agreed that it will be shown at the
inaugural meeting of 2019/2020 Season of the History Group on
Tuesday 17 September in Newhaven Church Hall after the AGM at 7pm.
Personally speaking, I found the film entrancing and the production
values most accomplished. I am certain that the audience will too.
After the initial showing of the film, the video will be uploaded onto the
Newhaven Heritage TV to be found on YouTube for all to enjoy.
Details will be found on the Newhaven Heritage Centre website, and on Facebook at the addresses below.
LIKE US ON facebook /NewhavenOnForth
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EVER SINCE DAVID OCTAVIUS HILL AND ROBERT ADAMSON PUT
Newhaven on the map in the early days of photography, the fishwives’
costumes have attracted much attention. A group of Newhaven Fishwives
were invited to attend The Great Exhibition in 1851 which brought
Newhaven to the attention of Queen Victoria and Victorian Britain. For a
short time, there was a craze for wearing fashionable adaptations of their
brightly coloured outfits. Staffordshire Pottery created figurines and dolls
became available.
The 9” doll on the left is a more modern version, probably from the 1950s,
and was recently donated by Mrs Cath Scott of Trinity. It had originally
belonged to her mother. It is hoped to have a collection of Newhaven Fishwife dolls in
the new museum that we look forward to opening should the old Victoria Primary School come into community
hands once the children move to Windrush Drive in 2020/21.
Newhaven Heritage is very grateful to Mrs Scott and family for their act of generosity.

ABOVE: Newhaven circa 1940. (Extract)
Use of map — Courtesy of National Library of Scotland

ONE OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT ADDITIONS TO OUR ARCHIVES IN RECENT TIMES WAS THE KIND GIFT OF A
Newhaven Household Database from 1865 to 1940 containing some 24,000 records.
What a treasure trove! Now it is easy to see who was living next door to your Grannie, where your father’s good
friend lived, who owned the shops along Main Street.
This project began innocently enough when NHC Member David Mackenzie thought it might be a good idea
to find out what neighbours his mother, who is now 90, had when she was a child. That simple idea became
a passion and as a result David has amassed all this data. But what to do with it? We were delighted to receive
this important database — something that we are investigating as to how it can be shared with others.
Because David used the Valuation Rolls to assemble the data, the database only contains the names of the
householder. However it is highly significant how many women were the proprietors of their property, not
the husband.
We are sure that the database will be well used by Newhaveners new and old, far and near. Once it is
uploaded onto our Newhaven Heritage Centre website, it will have a searchable faciliity. Keep reading this
Newsletter for more information.
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N E W H A V E N

C O M M U N I T Y

C H O I R

SINGING
MERRILY
by KATTY Proudfoot
IT’S BEEN AN INTERESTING YEAR SO FAR FOR
Newhaven Community Choir as we continue working
with our choir leader, Darla Eno, learning new songs for
a variety of gigs. We’ve just completed our first full year
under her leadership and are delighted that she’s agreed
to stay on as choir leader.

interesting featuring linen works by contemporary
designers along with tales of flax and linen heritage and
production. The choir sang as a prelude to a ‘Walk by
Design’ — a guided walk — on ‘Migration and Maritime
Cultures Around Leith’ led by choir member, and
storyteller, Jan Bee Brown.

We’ve been made very welcome in our new home at
David Lloyd Gym by manager Alison and all the staff. It’s
been a great pleasure to watch some lovely sunsets while
singing in the Forth Suite on the first floor of the Gym.
It’s also not far to go to the bar if we feel thirsty after
rehearsals!

Our last official gig of the year was our annual outing to
the Victoria Primary School Gala Day in June. It’s always
great fun to sing as the Gala Queen and Fisher King arrive
by boat at the harbour, and we always like singing with the
children too. This year we particularly enjoyed singing a
couple of our newer songs – The Unst Boat Song and Rio
Grande, both taught to us by choir member Lucy Metcalfe.
The Unst Boat Song is a very ancient song in Norn, which
was a Norse dialect spoken in the Northern Isles and
Caithness. It has been extinct since the mid-19th Century,
although some fragments of it remain. The song, which
has a beautiful melody, is a prayer to the sea and to God
to protect the fishermen. Rio Grande is a Capstan, or
Windlass, Shanty and the title refers to the ‘Rio Grande do
Sul’ in Brazil where gold was found in the 18th century. It
was apparently commonly sung on ships leaving the west
coast of England and Wales.

Our debut gig of the year, in February, was a first for us.
We were asked to sing at Blackwell’s bookshop on South
Bridge for the launch of author Sue Lawrence’s novel
‘Down to the Sea’. Sue read a couple of extracts from
the novel, which is set in Newhaven in both the 1980s
and 1890s. We were delighted to contribute by singing
Caller Herrin’ and Caller Ou’, the songs from our
repertoire which are most associated with Newhaven.
Our singers were also very pleased to be given a copy of
the book, which is a great read.
In April we were invited to sing at Edinburgh’s Science
Festival, as part of an event called ‘The Ocean and Us’. It
was a lively and enjoyable evening with a great mixture of
short talks, poetry and music. Our former choir leader,
Jed Milroy, led us and we sang Darla’s new arrangement
of one of our favourite songs, Guiding Light and Evening
Star by Scott Murray. This song was the result of a
reminiscence project in the East Neuk of Fife. Based on
the memories of older Anstruther residents, it is very
poignant, telling of the decline of fishing industry on the
Forth. We did sing some cheerier numbers too! The
occasion will live long in the choir’s memory, not least for
having the best ‘green room’ hospitality of our gigs to
date. We hope they’ll invite us again, and not just for the
refreshments! In May we sang at Custom House in Leith
as part of the exhibition entitled ‘Y/Our Linen Stories’,
curated by John Ennis.
The exhibition was very

LIKE US ON facebook /NewhavenOnForth

We were kindly invited to have our end of term party at
the house of choir member, David and his wife Morag.
It was a beautiful evening and we enjoyed their
hospitality while singing in the garden. We just hope
that their neighbours have forgiven us!
Our next outing will be at the Dudley Street Party at
the start of September, although we hope to meet
for an informal sing before that.
Our new term
begins on Wednesday, 4 September, 7pm - 8:30pm at
the David Lloyd Gym at Western Harbour. Newhaven
Community Choir is open to all, regardless of singing
experience, and no auditions are required.
Our website is:
newhavencommunitychoiredinburgh.wordpress.com

VISIT US on www.newhavenheritagecentre.org.uk

N E W H AV E N H E R I TA G E C O M M U N I T Y G A R D E N S

GROWING
TOGETHER
By HEATHER Yang

THIS YEAR WE HAVE HAD SOME AMAZING BLOOMS AND PRODUCE AS WELL
as gaining a “Thriving’ Award again from It’s Your Neighbourhood and Keep
Scotland Beautiful. It has been hard work and volunteers have really put a
sizeable amount of time and effort into creating special pockets of joy around
the village and harbour for all to enjoy.
In collaboration with the City of Edinburgh Council we have new areas behind
Newhaven Main Street and these are going to receive even more assistance so
the West area looks as good as the East area. The fruit trees are all looking so
healthy and we have cherries as well as raspberries giving tasty treats. The
drying areas were all cleared of weeds in July and local people have been
helping to maintain the grass areas. The Old Burial Ground was all smartened
up. A wildflower area has been started on the raised part and is work in progress.

ABOVE: Volunteers from Ecaudor

A local person called Tom who works at the Royal Botanic Gardens offered to make wildflower seed bombs which
the children planted all over the village. I am delighted to say that flowers are blooming bringing loads of colour
and variety.
The area at Willowbank Row has produced lovely radishes, courgettes, spinach and coriander while the planters in
the school playground have offered potatoes, chives and beetroot. What a joy and we still have chard to harvest!
In the Andrew Wood corner we are hoping to create a Fern Woodland and plant commemoration roses so if
anyone wants to offer to purchase a rose bush we will plant it in memory of a loved one and have a name created
to hang on the bush (see page 12).
There has been a Bee workshop, a wooden plaque workshop,
and making of stamps by the local community to hang on the
new shed.

HELP NEWHAVEN

The garden has never looked so good and colourful with
donations of plants from many sources that have really added to
the colour of the garden. It is all lush as I write and brings joy to
all that enter the space.

During August volunteer sessions will be on
TUESDAYS from 5.30pm to 6.30pm and on SATURDAYS from 10am to 11am.
See you then though anyone can pop in at anytime to weed, water or gather.
Please enjoy the gardens, everyone is welcome at anytime

www.facebook.com/NewhavenHeritageCommunityGarden
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A ROSE BY ANY OTHER NAME
Research provided by

JIM Lawrie
IF THERE WAS ONE THING THAT NEWHAVEN DIDN’T
lack at one time was public houses and hotels. Fishing
in open decked boats was extremely hazardous and the
work was hard. Since the man’s wife looked after
house, home, rearing the children as well as fish sales,
the husband was able to do as he wished once ashore.
And that was quite often to frequent his local hostelry.

There were reputedly nine pubs in Newhaven at one
time. Brewery and Public House historian, Jim Lawrie’s
interest in particular concerned the date that the
licensed premises at Trinity Crescent changed its name
to the OLD CHAIN PIER BAR. His curiosity had been
aroused for he had been asked to do some research by
the new owners of this iconic establishment.
Jim’s research has been thorough and, as a result, was
able to list a number of previous trading names of this
notable building. Its original manifestation was as the
ticket office for steamship ferries which were using
Trinity Chain Pier. The three-section chain pier was built
in 1821 by the London, Leith, Edinburgh and Glasgow
Steam Navigation Company but within 20 years, the
ports nearby were developing so that ferries could
berth there. Even from the outset, there was always
room for refreshments on the site with the first licensee
being James Mann in 1822 and known as the Chain Pier
Inn. Briefly in the following year it became the
Steamboat Tavern before returning in 1824 by the new
licensee, Andrew Greig, to the name first given with the
added title . . . and New Ship Tavern which was dropped
by 1826. This name, The Chain Pier, stuck for the next
35 years. Interestingly, the famous artist, Alexander
Naysmith, painted a watercolour of the chain pier not
10
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long into its existence and entitled it “The Old Chain
Pier”. He died in 1840, when the chain pier was only 19
years young (image at foot of the page).
By 1860, the building became the Chain Pier
Refreshment Rooms. Accommodation was fitted into
the building so it became William May’s Chain Pier
Hotel (1861), The Railway Hotel, owned by Robert
Strasenburgh in 1862 and then the Chain Pier Hotel
until 1869, when it became for a short while the Chain
Pier Temperance Hotel owned by Alex McBeath.
Walter Eckford, a wine and spirit merchant bought the
premised in 1870 and for the next few generations, the
Chain Pier Inn remained in the same family. His son,
John, took over what he now called the Chain Pier Bar
in 1890 until his death in 1897 at the age of about 50.
Poor John had little luck for in the year he took over, the
pier was all but destroyed in a terrific storm. His widow,
Elizabeth, 14 years, his junior subsequently married
Arthur Moss and went onto have two children, Mary
Ann and Elizabeth (Betty). They continued to run the
Chain Pier Bar.
By 1925, the valuation rolls show that the owners were
listed as the Commissioners for the Harbour and Docks
of Leith with Mrs Elizabeth Moss as licensee. When she
died in 1938, her daughter, also Betty Moss, took on the
role of landlady. One of Edinburgh’s true eccentrics,
Betty Moss was remembered for brandishing a cutlass or
a shotgun at closing time. “Whaur daur meddle wi’me ?”
But when did the Chain Pier Bar become “Old” Jim
wondered? Ah, that is a riddle, wrapped in a mystery,
inside an enigma.
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BLOSSOM
TIME
By CHRISTINE Shepherd

ABOVE: Photo
courtesy of
Wendy
Sodergren, all
others by
Christine
Shepherd,
FOSP

FOR OUR annual Hanami (or
Cherry Blossom Picnic), now in its fourth year and held
on 5 May, the cherry blossom in the Park just about
held out, though there was perhaps as much blossom
on the ground as on the trees. Once again the weather
favoured us, and there was a nice relaxed atmosphere
as many local families enjoyed picnics in the park,
supplemented by the usual teas, coffees and home
baking.
Upcoming events:
● Sunday 18 August, 1-3pm: St Columba’s
Hospice: Summer to Remember
● Sunday 25 August, 12.30-4pm Lomond Park:
Starbank Park stall at Trinity Community Gala
● Wednesday 28 August, 6.30pm Wine &
Cheese for members of Friends of Starbank Park
● Saturday 28 September, 10-12 Macmillan
Coffee Morning
● Saturday 26 October, 3-5pm Hallowe’en Party
So lots coming up! Watch out for the posters and
notices on social media.
FRIENDS OF STARBANK PARK (FOSP) have been in
discussion with the Council and the Russian Embassy
over the siting of a statue to commemorate the Arctic
Convoy in the Park. Discussions are still at a preliminary
stage and tests need to be carried out to determine
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whether ground at higher levels of the Park can bear
the weight of the bronze statue .
And what of the ongoing maintenance and
enhancement of the Park? Plans for a wildflower area
have the Council’s approval, and will be implemented
in the near future. Some bits of the nature trail will be
repaired and signage will be reprinted. Bird boxes have
been well used and will be cleaned in the autumn,
hopefully to provide homes again for next season’s
broods. More raised beds are being considered to
accommodate plants, particularly vegetables, which
have been brought on in the greenhouse.
We are delighted that there is now a regular contingent
of enthusiastic mini-helpers who accompany their
parents to the Wednesday gardening sessions. We are
building up a stock of mini tools and wheelbarrows to
enable them to garden!
There is now an updated history of the Park on the
Friends of Starbank Park website — well worth looking at:
www. friendsofstarbankpark.org/history-of-the-park/
And further publicity — in June, Fields in Trust
produced an excellent article on Starbank Park:
www.fieldsintrust.org/News/the-story-of-starbank-park
We run two volunteer
sessions
a
week:
Wednesday
and
Saturday 10-11.30am
with
refreshments
afterwards. Come and
volunteer as you can or
help out at our events.

VISIT US on www.newhavenheritagecentre.org.uk

LIFE’S CELEBRATION
Newhaven Heritage Centre has come up with a way to celebrate lives
past or a family’s milestone event while helping the environment.
The Plant a Rose in the Fern Woodland scheme is seeking donors
to contribute towards the planting of commemorative roses.
Wooden Plaques to commemorate friends and celebrate family
events would be placed beside living rose bushes or areas of ferns
It is hoped the idea would maximise the number of roses
and ferns in the courtyard of Andrew Wood Court where
there is a tranquil garden. Its aim is to increase and
maintain the roses and ferns by offering a way to celebrate
the life of a loved one, mark a child's birth and the start of a new
generation, celebrate a special milestone anniversary or even just show
how much a person cares about roses and Newhaven as a place.
People donating to the scheme can pay anything from £40 or more
which will go towards planting more roses and ferns in Newhaven as
well as bringing colour to the area and the delights of plants that create
happy memory spots.
Contact Heather at greenfingersnh@gmail.com for more information
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more news in the next issue

NEXT ISSUE — Published November 2019. If you have any suggestions for features that you would like to
see in future Bow-Tows, do please get in touch with us, Newhaven Heritage, at
newhavenheritage@gmail.com. This is also the same email address to use if you wish to be put on the free
subscription list. The deadline for the next issue is Monday 14 October 2019.
VISIT US on www.newhavenheritagecentre.org.uk

