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Destination
Newhaven:
BEYOND, A MUSEUM
By Dr J J “Jeff” Liston FLS
Chair of Newhaven Heritage
SINCE OUR LAST ISSUE, when we first publicly announced our plans for the Anchor Building on the Victoria Primary
School site, we were asked to present our plans to a panel of the City of Edinburgh Council, with a view to the asset
being transferred to the community. We made our pitch for the Anchor Building, in the context of the pre-existing
and successful Newhaven Museum, and I am delighted to report that in the wake of this we have been encouraged
to expand our plan to encompass the ENTIRE Victoria Primary School site! This is undoubtedly a challenge, but the
potential is undeniable: for all that it means that we have to work hard to broaden our vision for a heritage centre
incorporating a new enhanced incarnation of the museum, we have done the consultative legwork with the
community to establish its priorities, and so are very much in an excellent position to take this forward.
During the process, council representatives have been keen to regale us of problems that have come up historically
when buildings like these are being offered back to a community, and in response an outside group is hurriedly
cobbled together by interests outwith the relevant community, with little or no reference to the people directly
affected, in order to acquire it for their own purposes – thereby effectively removing it from the community, but
at a bargain discount price. (A form of ‘carpetbagging’, if you will.) In contrast, Newhaven Heritage evolved from
the original Newhaven Action Group, which formed in 2009 in response to the closure of the village’s museum,
very much with the idea of creating an amenity for the people of Newhaven in order to help build a cohesive
community amongst its growing numbers. The availability of the larger old school building that is due to become
available in August 2021 gives us the opportunity to create a more ambitious community centre that responds to
the groundswell of ideas generated in the various surveys that we have conducted over the years rather than
comprise a series of lots for external commercial interests.
To a large extent, it would be fair to say that this larger scale scenario is one which we went to great lengths to
avoid some two years ago, by setting up a subsidiary organisation to take care of the ‘non heritage’ aspects of the
site but we are in a much better position now to embrace this option, in terms of staff and understanding the
restrictions and limitations of the site.
However, this increased scope does mean that now really is the time that we really need you to step forward as
volunteers. In particular, we recognise that we will need expertise in accountancy, legal, architectural, building
services, business or marketing but, in truth, anyone who shares the values of the community spirit we seek to
establish is very welcome.
In addition to coordinating possible options for the old school building, one of the core messages that we take
from the traditions of the old village, is that of the communitarian spirit of looking after each other,
embodied by the caring nature of the Newhaven Free Fishermens’ Society and its welfare activities.
As one of the last members to join that Society, we all felt that this was an important principle
that should be resurrected in the 21st century, by using the site to generate a ‘Common Guid’
fund for local projects, and feed back into the local community.
Please join us in this action, so that we can move forward and take this opportunity for
Newhaven together. Contact us with your details at
clerk@newhavenonforth.org.uk
LIKE US ON facebook /NewhavenOnForth
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THE PROSPECT OF fulfilling the ambitions that we have nurtured these past twelve years is tantalisingly on the
horizon. There are many hurdles to be negotiated and lots of hard work to engage us but, with our eyes fixed
firmly on our goal, we have both the conviction and the confidence that it will be achieved.
Keep up to date with our progress and learn over the coming months how we intend to make the museum
state-of-the-art and the Community Centre that puts “Centre” into the heart of the “Community” — the bridge that
will span across Lindsay Road that will unify the “old” and the “new” communities in Newhaven. If you haven’t
visited our Facebook page recently, you’re in for a big surprise. It’s bright and newsy and will keep you up to date
on our campaign’s progress. The website is also being updated to reflect our exciting future.
Join us! You can use your talents in ways that will be transformational. Write to clerk@newhavenonforth.org.uk
and let us know how you feel you can best contribute. Thank you.
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RETAIL
THERAPY
SINCE STARTING SCAN Saturdays, we have been delighted with the various
photographs and memorabilia the public have brought to us for digitisation.
There has been much treasure amongst the contributions none more so than
the souvenir booklet produced to commemorate the centenary of Victoria
School in 1944. The booklet contains not only a useful history of the school
(which we will publish next year when it closes its doors as the children move
to their new school “across the water”), but it also outlines the details of the
Pageant held to commemorate 100 years of dedicated teaching.
However, just as thrilling are the many advertisements lodged by local
trades people in support of the centenary, such as Ben Crolla (father of
Tony) whose ice-cream parlour is still fondly remembered, Jeannie
Falconer’s Tuck Shop and Mason’s the Bakers, still making probably the
best pies in Edinburgh to this day.
These adverts triggered a number of memories within our Preses and local historian, Sophia
Abrahamsen, who provided the following reminiscences of the shops, many of which still
existed in early childhood —
James Brydie, the Grocer, was located on Main Street at the top of Wester Close. Crolla’s
was an institution in Newhaven, a cafe serving ice cream, sweets, and cigarettes. It was in
a significant position on Main Street situated as it
was just as the trams (and subsequently buses)
turned onto the Main Street from St Andrew’s (later
Fishmarket) Square. Ben Crolla was the father of
Tony who carried on the business until it was forced
to close during the redevelopment of the old village.

ABOVE: Looking west towards St Andrew’s (Fishmarket) Sq. (c1963)
LIKE US ON facebook /NewhavenOnForth

Walter Rutherford ran the local hardware store on
the south side of Main Street. It will come as no
surprise therefore that his byname was “Paraffin
Ile”! For many years he was Preses of the Free
Fishermen’s Society. Walter Johnston’s business
was next to the Free Fishermen’s Hall (on the Main
Street side). Paterson’s was also on the south side
almost directly opposite the Free Fishermen’s Hall.
This part of Main Street had basements which
VISIT US on www.newhavenheritagecentre.org.uk

SOPHIA
Abrahamsen
remembers …

ABOVE: Looking west from St Andrew’s (Fishmarket) Sq. (c1963)

meant that you had to walk up a few steps to get
into the shop.
Davie Dow’s, a fish and herring sales firm, had a
fish-curing unit in The Halley but had an office in St
Andrew’s Square. Sophia’s mother worked for David
Dow for a time. Their telegram address — their
hashtag if you will — was “Haddock”.
John R Thomson was a licensed grocer whose shop
was on the south side of Main Street at the foot of
Smiddy Close. Sophia remembers that her Aunt
Bessie use to buy her tipple there and always
referred to it as “Ronald’s”.
Mason’s is still trading from the same premises in
Newhaven to this day, one of the very few which are. It
was famous for its pies and cakes and quite often long
queues would form up The Cut (Craighall Road) on a
Saturday Morning.
Millar’s, newsagents and general merchants, was to be found at the foot of the
Whale Brae, in fact where the village’s notice board is today. He also had a shop
in what was known then as George Street, now part of North Forth Street.
Sophia’s father was a carpenter and made toys for Mr Millar who sold them for
him.
Jeannie Falconer’s was another institution in Newhaven and was a tuck shop
very near the Victoria School on the last block before Peacock Court. Sophia
remembers her mother telling her she would buy her sweets there for a farthing
for one and a ha'penny for two different kinds. Being so near the school it was
always popular with the children and Sophia recalls going down the two steps
into the shop which was very dark inside.
Finally, another advert that caught Sophia’s eye was for the Peacock. Hotel.
Sophia’s mother would occasionally call it Holstein’s , two spinsters who owned
it, but was unaware that there also was a partner called Mr R Shearer. It’s not
often you catch Sophia out!
LIKE US ON facebook /NewhavenOnForth
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NEWHAVEN
ON DISPLAY

by DOUGIE
Ratciffe

ON THE 30TH NOVEMBER 1998 the Museum of Scotland, at the top end of Edinburgh’s Chambers Street, was
opened by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth. Leading up to this event a large countdown calendar was erected in the
Main Hall of the Royal Museum of Scotland the original old Victorian building. Designed in the style of a Christmas
Advent calendar, but with 365 windows instead of the usual 24, each window would reveal an object which would
be displayed in the new museum. Random visitors were asked to perform this task, but in the main it was invited
guests who were asked and would have had some connection to the object about to be revealed.
Sgt T McKay aka Tam the Gun, the man who made all the locals check their watches at one o’clock was one such
person. Along with some other notable persons such as Sir Malcolm Rifkind, Eric Milligan Edinburgh’s Lord
Provost, Philip Lader US Ambassador, Graham Shiel Scottish international rugby player and Michael Laing Deacon
of the Incorporation of Goldsmiths to name but a few.
On the 20th July 1998, Newhaven’s own Mary Johnston, who was one of the
group instrumental in founding the original Newhaven Heritage Museum, was
asked to do the honours. Dressed in her “braws” she was quite an attraction in
the Main Hall and drew a fair crowd around her as she carried out the
ceremony of opening the window. A Caithness Glass paperweight was given
as a memento of the occasion.
Strangely there was no record kept by the museum as to which object was in
each window, but thanks to the detective work by the NMS library staff they
found out that it was an image by those pioneering photographers, Hill &
Adamson, famous for their portrayals of Newhaven life and fishwives in
particular hence the reason for Mary’s involvement.
Described erroneously by some as an extension, the new building is a
separate museum in its own right with Scottish artefacts telling Scotland’s
story. As the museum’s threshold stone states on its inscription, ‘Scotland
To The World —The World To Scotland’.
It might seem a little ambitious to some, to use the museum’s threshold
stone’s inscription and insert Newhaven in place of Scotland as a strapline
for the proposed new Heritage Museum. However, Newhaven’s diaspora
is certainly far flung as we know from queries, requests and offers of
material from these people, so it’s maybe not all that far fetched an idea.
We would like to think that Mary contributed a little in her own way to this story.
Objects of Newhaven interest in the museum, are pottery fishwives made at the Belfield
and Rathbone potteries in Portobello and Prestonpans, also a chest which held the Mort
Cloth of The Society of Free Fishermen of Newhaven. (A Mort Cloth was a ceremonial cloth
that draped a coffin or perhaps a corpse if the family couldn’t afford a coffin loaned, or
most usually hired to add dignity to the burial. It was returned to the Kirk Session or the
individual trades guild after use.)
A recent refurbishment of the original Victorian museum, has seen the whole complex being re-named The
National Museum of Scotland.

LIKE US ON facebook /NewhavenOnForth

VISIT US on www.newhavenheritagecentre.org.uk

N E W H A V E N

C O M M U N I T Y

C H O I R

CHOIR
NOTES

by KATTY Proudfoot

Photo courtesy of the Scotch Malt
Whisky Society at the Choir’s
Christmas performance there.

IT’S BEEN A busy time for Newhaven Choir recently. We had two gigs in December, one to coincide with a
Christmas Fair at David Lloyd Gym and one at the Malt Whisky Society, in Leith. We’re always delighted to perform
at local venues and were particularly pleased to be able to sing for David Lloyd Gym as they’ve been hosting our
rehearsals for over a year. We greatly appreciate the support of the Manager and staff there. The gig was a
friendly, informal one with a mixture of our core repertoire of songs with connections to Newhaven and the fishing
community and some Christmas songs too. It was lovely to see a good number of the audience joining in and
singing along with us. We enjoyed wandering round the market afterwards where there were lots of delicious
treats for sale.
Our Malt Whisky Society gig was a little longer so we had the opportunity to share more of our songs with their
diners. They kindly offered us a wee dram in the interval so we were feeling particularly relaxed for the second
half! It was a lovely venue to sing in, especially so close to Christmas.
This term we have been lucky enough to have been invited by their Artistic Director Stephen Deazley to sing in a
concert with Love Music Community Choir. It is possibly the largest community choir in the U.K. with over 300
adult singers. They also run a junior choir for children from all over Edinburgh. You can see more about the work
of this great charity here: www.choir.lovemusic.org.uk.
It’s a real privilege to be asked to sing with Love Music and it will be exciting for our wee choir — perhaps the
smallest community choir in Edinburgh — to perform with them in the beautiful Usher Hall. We’ll be singing a
couple of our own songs and joining the big choir for two of theirs as well. The date is Monday 23 March. Keep
watching the Love Music website for more details and how to buy the tickets.
We’re delighted to have a number of new members joining the choir this term. If anyone reading this is interested
in coming along to try a session, we meet at David Lloyd Gym, Newhaven, on Wednesday evenings during term
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Tae Dance The
Caller Herrin’
By Patricia Coe
Piedmont Highland Dancers,
Oakland, California, USA

IN LATE OCTOBER 2019. Newhaven Heritage received an
email from a lady, Patty Coe, from Oakland, California. She
was a member of, believe it or not, a Highland Dancing
group on the far reaches of the Continent. The group was
currently learning a hornpipe dance called “Caller Herrin”
devised by Hugh Foss, in celebration of the Newhaven
fishwife. Patty explained that the group would be
performing at a local Dickens Faire which is themed in the
Victorian period and thought it would be appropriate for
the ladies in the troupe to be dressed in fishwives’
costumes. It had fallen to Patty to come up with the
costumes for the group. The intention was to wear the
“working” fishwife outfit rather than the gala version of
their outfit. She had already found a number of photos
and several text references that describe the costume, but
there were still some practical questions about what the
Newhaven fishwives wore and how they wore it. Could we help, she wondered? And it is interesting to note in the
questions posed the diligent research already undertaken by Patty and the attention to detail that she was
committed to in pursuit of the highest standard. Specifically:—
“1.) I have read that the working outfit consisted of multiple striped petticoats and an apron over all. I have
also read that the working outfit included a dark overskirt with striped petticoats. Looking at old photos,
I have seen a few that show an apron which is open in the back, but most photos I see seem to show an
overskirt (usually a dark colour sometimes with thin stripes). Did they sometimes wear both? Or was either
the apron more common, or the dark skirt more common?
“2.) What is the approximate circumference of a petticoat/skirt? I’m not sure how full to make them.
“3.) The traditional shirt, the shor’goon, shows up in some of the old photos I found, but the photos aren’t
good enough to show detail of the construction. Would it be possible to get photos or description
showing the detail of the sleeve construction, the neckline, and the front of the shirt? Also, how long was
the shor’goon? (Old photos I have seen seem to indicate that it is long enough to reach the top of the legs).
“4.) In Jane-Ann Liston’s article “The Newhaven Fisherwomen’s Gala Dress”
(http://www.newhavenheritagecentre.
org.uk/braws.html), she mentions that everything is held together with ties and pins. It would be very
helpful to hear where things are pinned, and how things are tied. In some old photos, you can see 3
petticoats, the top 2 of which are kilted up, but I’m not sure how this was done.
“5.) I’m also attempting to recreate the peaked bonnet shown in photos, and any advice/info would be
welcome.”

LIKE US ON facebook /NewhavenOnForth
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We helped as best we could thanks to
additional information from Jane Ann
and our Preses and historian, Sophia
Abrahamsen. We received a further
update at the beginning of December.
They had performed the Caller Herrin’
hornpipe in costumes and received
positive feedback from their fellow
Dickens Fair performers.
Patty had
ended up creating her own pattern for
the cap and the shor’ goon. The skirts
were difficult, she explained, because she
was using modern cotton printed fabric
rather than the heavyweight serge of the
period. So she tried to create the look
without the exact construction technique
and to great effect it would seem.
Well done ladies not least for flying
Newhaven’s flag on those faraway
shores.
If readers would like to see the Caller Herrin’ performed, you can visit You Tube at
https://www.scottish-country-dancing-dictionary.com/video/caller-herrin.html

. . . AND BY TOTAL
COINCIDENCE . . .
Newcastle Cloggies
make a generous gift
THE NEWCASTLE CLOGGIES were formed some time ago by those who enjoy clog dancing,
which was done wearing traditional English wooden soled clogs. In addition to clog dancing
they also performed a number of step dances mostly from the Highlands and Islands of
Scotland. Occasionally, they would wear Fishwives’ costumes from Cullercoats (near North
Shields) and from Newhaven in their dances where it was appropriate.
They wore authentically reproduced costumes with clog or hard step shoes depending on the
dance. The group performed at local Heritage Days and local fundraising events, and visited
schools and youth groups, such as Girl Guides and Cubs, to demonstrate their dancing and gave
younger people an opportunity to learn the social history of the dances, music and costume,
and to participate in the dancing.
Now, sadly, they are disbanding but weren’t sure what to do with the Newhaven costumes they
have treasured. “Would Newhaven Heritage like them?”, they asked. As a result, we will soon
be proud owners of ten sets of replica Newhaven Fishwives outfits thanks to the dance troupe’s
act of generosity.
LIKE US ON facebook /NewhavenOnForth
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HOPE
ETERNAL
By HEATHER Yang
IT HAS BEEN a bit of a wash-out in the garden due to the weather! No Sunday gardening sessions though it will
be all change in March, I trust, and we will be active, planting and weeding.
Primroses are blossoming and the pansies have displayed their beautiful colours all winter long, thanks to our
watering specialist Richard.
It is with a sad heart that I say goodbye to our volunteers, Jose and Paz from near
Quito in Ecuador (right), as they fly back home in early March. We have had such
fun concocting potions to keep the snails and aphids away though with limited
success, they did not mind vodka and chilli! They did keep check of the bugs and
were brilliant at thinning out the vegetables, such precision!
In February we built two willow arches, one in the Old Burial Ground and the other
at the back of the houses on Newhaven Main Street. We intend to plant a copse
in the Andrew Wood Court garden so we can have willow to weave in the future!
With many thanks to the CEC Park Rangers who
guided us and got soaked too! The children
from the Victoria After School Club also assisted
in planting trees to surround the compost heap
and we planted vegetables with the Asda
Community project. Many moments of delight.

ABOVE: A B-I-G Thank You to
volunteers Jose and Paz from Ecuador

I have just heard we have been successful in gaining a donation of a telescope
from Scopes4SEN so we will also be found in the garden late at night!

ABOVE: The Willow Arch in the Old
Burial Ground

Dates and plans ahead are as follows —
Replacing the barrel at the harbour that is rather sad; improving the planters
around the village; planting beans in the school playground boxes and in the
Community Garden. We dream of having a greenhouse for propagation and will
be searching for funds.

In March we will deliver bunches of flowers to some elderly residents
In April we have volunteers assisting with a big tidy up
In May we have organised a coffee and chat session in Asda Café for local people and children from Victoria
Primary After School Club
In June — Fri, 19 June — a group from Peebles will visit and any donations of cake would be tremendous.
And on Sunday 26 July and Saturday 29 August, from 2-4pm, we are participating in Scotland’s Gardens Scheme
and we would appreciate help and cake. If anyone can offer assistance it would be appreciated.

www.facebook.com/NewhavenHeritageCommunityGarden
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by
CHRISTINE
Shepherd

PLAYTIME IN
THE PARK

WINTER IS TRADITIONALLY a less busy time for gardeners, but there is always plenty to do for Friends of Starbank
Park volunteers at their regular Wednesday and Saturday gardening sessions: cutting back shrubs, planting bulbs,
general tidying up and, of course, the never ending task of gathering up leaves and putting them in our compost
area. In addition plans are now being made for a second greenhouse.
A Lego© play session was held in the Bothy on a Saturday at the end of November. Children of all ages (2-90)
were invited to come along and create Lego© models of gardens – see the accompanying picture above.
On 6th December six visitors from England (communities.gov.uk) visited the Park. They
had contacted the Parks Department because they were interested in finding a park
where they could discuss how the space was used, how the park was managed and
how the park engaged with the local community.
The Parks Department had
identified Starbank as providing a good case study and we spent a very friendly
morning with the group — who in addition to fact finding had a wreath making session!
At the beginning of December the annual wreath making session was so well
subscribed that sessions were held over three days and, despite the wet weather for
a good part of the time, participants’ enthusiasm, fortified by mulled wine and
Christmas yummy edibles, was not dampened. The resulting creations could be seen
on many doors around the area.
ABOVE: This wonderful wreath will
adorn this lady’s door.

The Friends’ annual Christmas party on 11th December was held in the Bothy this year
— the space allowed people to circulate and socialise and everyone who came agreed
that the Bothy was an ideal venue for future Christmas parties.
Other news:
● Friends of Starbank AGM was held on 4th February
● The Friends successfully applied for money from the lottery.
The £250 award will enable deprived and isolated families
from Pilton to attend the Cherry Blossom picnic in May
● The Friends are considering how they might become involved
in Edinburgh University Community Engagement strategy.
Upcoming events:
● Easter Egg Hunt — note this will take place on Saturday 4
April, 10.30-11.30 — not on Good Friday 10 April since the
Easter Bunny (aka known as Janet, Chair of Friends of Starbank) will be
elsewhere over Easter
● Cherry Blossom picnic — date tba.
Watch out for the posters and notices on social media.

ABOVE: A Happy Circle of Wreath
Makers at Starbank Park..

We run two volunteer sessions a week: Wednesday and Saturday 10.00 - 11.30am with refreshments afterwards.
LIKE US ON facebook /NewhavenOnForth
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SHIP to SHORE
Please note these calls are subject to change for a wide variety of reasons
(not the least being the current COVID-19 virus crisis) and should be
used cautiously. A list of ships arriving off Newhaven can be found at
Cruise Forth’s website at www.cruiseforth.com/content/ship/
Those pages are always updated as information comes to hand.

Our thanks to Peter Wilson
of Cruise Forth for this
valuable information

Alternatively, you can visit the Cruise Forth Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/CruiseForth/, or download the
CruiseForth App from the App Store.

NEXT ISSUE — Published May 2020. If you have any suggestions for features that you would like to see in
future Bow-Tows, do please get in touch with us, Newhaven Heritage, at newhavenheritage@gmail.com.
This is also the same email address to use if you wish to be put on the free subscription list. The deadline
for the next issue is Monday 13 April 2020.
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