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OUR FOND FAREWELLS
THE WEATHER DRAWS in with longer nights and shorter days, and
lockdown (in some form, likely wherever you are in the world) returns. The
water seems blacker in the harbour and the decorative lighting in the
streets seems somehow chiller, with a lack of people on the pavements
By Dr J J “Jeff” Liston FLS, beneath it. 2020 has been a tougher year, not just with COVID, but the
Chair of Newhaven Heritage people taken from us in this time, whether relatives, colleagues or friends
(or even former milkmen from Fountainbridge). Not least among these is
David Mackenzie, a dedicated researcher and member of our committee, for whom an obituary can be
found elsewhere in this issue. His understanding of archives and the information that could be gleaned
from them and online to aid the restoration of a proper Newhaven Museum to the area was utterly
invaluable in the last year, and he will be sorely missed.
A further loss is my Vice-Chair, the redoubtable Heather Yang. As well as a ‘chairship’, we have some things
in common: most bizarrely, Heather and I have both worked in Kunming in Yunnan Province, China. Less
surprisingly, with time lived in Newhaven, we take a joy from the village and environs being beautified. She
came to the village over a decade ago, joining the Newhaven Heritage committee in 2015. One can see her
manifesto for what she went on to achieve in her own words: “my objective has been to make Newhaven
pretty with loads of colour and less weeds”. Her lead on the mural program in the village, as well as her floral
beautification across the community, has been truly transformative, and will be a difficult legacy for us to live
up to. Her departure before Christmas will leave a void in a village made more grey by her absence, and I
know that I speak for all of the other members of the committee without exception when I express our great
indebtedness to her for all the tireless work that she has undertaken to selflessly fight the good fight for
Newhaven, in all ways and at all levels.
Inasmuch as the loss of the unique talents of David and Heather are a source of considerable sadness to us,
we have new members on our committee, whom I hope to have the opportunity to say a little more about in
the near future. Until then, for the dark months ahead with their winds of winter, I include this picture from
the cherry blossom festival in February 2014 in the Kunming Botanic Gardens where Heather once stayed, as
a tribute to her for some hope of a dream of spring.

LIKE US ON facebook /NewhavenOnForth
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In celebration of 177 years
of service of Victoria
Primary School and the
new tomorrow for the
community of Greater
Newhaven

N
e
w
h
a
v
e
n
P A G E A N T

2021

SINCE THE ANNOUNCEMENT of a new school for Newhaven was made in 2016,
Newhaven Heritage recognised that a celebration of the service given to the generations
of Bow-Tows by Victoria School was richly deserved. As a result — and taking the lead
from our forefathers at the time of the school’s Centennial in 1944 — this was thought
best to be in the form of a Pageant. The theme will be "The Road to the Sea" with the
intention of highlighting the harm humanity is causing to the oceans and thereby our
general ecosystems. The underlying purpose for the Pageant, however, will be to help
towards building a sense of community in what we can now term as "Greater
Newhaven", i.e. the old and the new Newhavens, for in recent years the village has
grown into a small town which will eventually have a population of about 20,000.

With the bright dawn of a COVID-secure environment now increasingly likely, the tentative date, Sunday
August 15 (the weekend closest to the new school’s inaugural term) will be an opportunity for much joy.
Thanks to the generosity of the Forth Ports Authority which has given us permission to use the wellmanicured Lighthouse Park beside the Leith Docks lighthouse, the event will begin with a grand pageant led
by pipers which will proceed from Newhaven Lighthouse along the sea path towards Leith Lighthouse, It will
be a fun, family occasion starting at 1pm and finishing at 6pm with music, Scottish Country Dancing, folksinging, and food with a fishy theme (not just fish and chips) but with some esoteric choices plus catering for
vegans/vegetarian, too.)
For musical entertainment, it is proposed to have Scottish Country Dancers and band present for community
dancing. There is a little-known dance called "the Caller Herrin' " which will be demonstrated and the public's
participation encouraged, with other popular Scottish Country Dances to follow for a while. A composer
living locally has composed and has agreed to play "The Newhaven Suite". Thereafter, as part of the family
fun, the ever-popular Jed and Jo, and no doubt some friends, too, will take the stage to delight everyone with
sing-along folk songs and sea shanties.
It is planned to erect a covered stage for performers and also a marquee to house a Community Village
where stalls will be set up so that (non-commercial) local groups can promote themselves. Newhaven
Heritage already has the enthusiastic agreement with many of these voluntary groups with more in the
pipeline. This is an important factor in the plans for the project will not only be an opportunity for Bow-Tows,
young and old, indigenous and newcomers, to mix and let their hair down but most importantly will, it is
hoped, provide the impetus for a new sense of community to be formed. It is imperative that not only the rich
heritage of the village is preserved, but that folks living in the area identify with the support systems and
mores of how the villagers used to look out for each other in good times and in bad. If the Coronavirus
nightmare has taught us anything, this surely must be the lesson.
It promises to be a great day as well as a well-needed cathartic experience in the aftermath of the traumas
of the coronavirus pandemic. It is intended that the event will be free to anyone living in the postcode areas
of Greater Newhaven. There will be significant costs to be met but Newhaven Heritage intends to submit an
application to the Lottery Fund with a proposal that will offset to offset this expense. To that end, a dedicated
committee will be formed under the aegis of Newhaven Heritage but comprising of representatives from the
community groups to oversee the planning of event.
As mentioned above, the notional date is Sunday 15th August 2021 and the post-pageant celebration will end
at 6pm since it is being planned as a family event so do pencil it into your diaries. The date, however, whilst
more likely than, say, a few weeks ago is still laden with caveats — will the public be fully protected by a
COVID vaccine by then, will certain mitigations still be in place that could impact on large scale public events,
will a cruise ship be tendering passengers to shore using Newhaven Harbour on that day, and so on? Much
is likely to be clearer by the beginning of next year. Furthermore, the Heritage Lottery Fund is currently
closed to new applications other than providing resilience for charities severely affected by the lockdowns
and other pandemic restrictions. But in the meantime, we watch, and wait, and prepare. . .
LIKE US ON facebook /NewhavenOnForth
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MULBERRY
HARBOURS
, , , and the Newhaven connection

By Dougie Ratcliffe
ABOVE: IWM Photograph, used with permission. Artificial 'Mulberry B Harbour' at Arromanches (Goosberry 3 )n Normandy, September 1944.
Artificial harbours were constructed along the beach shortly after D-Day so that armoured vehicles and heavy guns ould be landed. This aerial
photo shows the roadways and spud pierheads of the West Pier, Central Pier and East Pier.

THE WILLOW IS the tree that is most associated with Newhaven but this Mulberry was no tree, although
like its arboreal namesake, it was very quick to grow into something very important.
This story for me started one Saturday morning at the Police Box at the old Market where we sell items for
our fund raising and chat to folks who show an interest in what we’re doing regarding a new museum, sharing
their memories and for those who had fairly recently moved into the village, why they had made that move
and of course the village history.
One such Saturday I met Mr Wilson Black and during our conversation he mentioned that as a young boy he
remembered seeing a section of Mulberry Harbour being launched in an area that I remembered as being
“The Halley”. He was a young lad of around fourteen years old, he lived on Great Junction Street and was out
on his bike taking a trip that he often did to Newhaven when he saw this large structure, unlike any ship he
had seen before, being launched sideways into the water.
I was aware that Mulberries had been built in Newhaven but not of the location and was intrigued when he
told me his story. The conversation then led to who it was that had built them, Wilson had already tried to find
out thinking they would be a local company like Bruce Peebles or Henry Robb, obvious candidates, but his
enquiries came to nought, so who was it? I then decided that this was something I had to find out about, not
realising just what an interesting but time consuming task it would be.
Planning for the Allied invasion of Europe began as far back as 1942 and it was soon realised that there would
be a need for harbour facilities, as the German forces would either hold or destroy the existing ports in the
invasion area. Because the tidal rise and fall in the area chosen for the invasion was in the range of
approximately 25 ft, any static structure such as blockships would be useless and therefore something that
would work with the extremes of tides was required.
The then Prime Minister, Winston Churchill, issued a memorandum to the Chief of Combined Operations,
Lord Mountbatten about these harbours. “They must float up and down with the tide. The anchor problem
must be mastered. Let me have the best solution worked out. Don’t argue the matter. The difficulties will
argue themselves.” And so the search for a solution was started.

LIKE US ON facebook /NewhavenOnForth
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Brigadier Bruce White, later Sir Bruce White, a civil engineer in civilian life, was the man responsible for the
idea of these floating harbours which would be crucial to the success of the WWII D Day landings in June
1944.
At a meeting with Churchill at Chequers, Brigadier White told the Prime Minister of a dredger, the Lucayan,
which he saw in 1924 at Valparaiso. Built by Lobnitz & Co of Renfrew, it was quite unique in that it had three
legs, or spuds, which were anchored on the sea bed which allowed the vessel to rise and fall with the tide
and above any turbulence, to continue dredging. During a storm in which all of the ships in the harbour were
damaged, the dredger was the exception, as it was able to rise above the waves on its legs exactly what
Churchill had been asking for.
Brigadier White consulted with Henry Pearson Lobnitz about adapting this technique to design a pontoon.
This he did in a matter of weeks. Lobnitz didn’t have the capacity to construct this vessel and it was given to
Alexander Findlay & Co Ltd, structural engineers and bridge builders who had previously switched to
building tank landing craft at a derelict shipyard on the Clyde. It was here that the first pierhead was
constructed and was considered a success.
Work was started on the building of the different sections, most of the work was done in the South and South
East of England but the majority of the pierheads were built in three locations, two of which were in Scotland.
Conway in Wales and Cairnryan and Newhaven in Scotland.
Alexander Findlay & Co Ltd of Parkneuk Works Motherwell were contracted to set up the yards in Scotland
and the site chosen here in Newhaven was halfway between the harbour and Henry Robb’s shipyard
more or less where the flour mill is today. Its official name was Edinburgh, Newhaven, Shipbuilding Yard,
Mulberry Harbours.
Many other companies were involved in the building of these structures at Newhaven. George M Carter a firm
of steel erectors put the yard into working order and built and launched the pontoons. Most of the fabrication
was welded to save steel and George Maltby of Messrs Redpath, Brown & Co was responsible for the
preparation of the simplified plans.
The welding came under the control of the Lanarkshire Welding Co. and once the units were launched all
pipe work was carried out by George Martin plumbers of Motherwell. Electrical fittings were done by John
Robertson of Glasgow and all joinery work was carried out by the Edinburgh company, Messrs J & R Watson.
Ten weeks after the yard was set up the first pierhead was launched on the 26th January 1944. A workforce
of 600, 200 of which were welders, were employed on the site and produced a total of 13 pierheads and 16
intermediate pontoons with a total tonnage of 16,040, all completed by September 1944.
Henry Robb built ships which were
involved during Operation Overlord.
They were HMS Growler, a Bustler
Class Rescue Tug which towed parts
of the Mulberry Harbours. HMS
Sidmouth,
a
Bangor
Class
minesweeper used prior to D Day in
the Channel and HMS Pink, a Flower
Class corvette torpedoed while
carrying out screening duties during
the D Day landings.
As a footnote there was no deep
meaning to the use of the name
Mulberry for this operation. The War
Office held a list of names for
operations and this just happened to
be the next one available.
Recommended reading for anyone
interested in this subject, Code
Name Mulberry by Guy Hartcup.
Above: Western Harbour and Newhaven aerial photograph taken facing North.
Photo courtesy of Canmore.org.uk/collection/1437637
LIKE US ON facebook /NewhavenOnForth
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David
Murdoch
Mackenzie
1959-2020

From Clochmerles to Chapels
IT WAS WITH great shock and sadness that we learned of the passing of fellow committee member
David Mackenzie in September this year.
Typically, our first contact was through an act of generosity when he offered us the Household Database
1865-1940 he had painstakingly and meticulously amassed, a most valuable research tool for us. Thanks to
David’s patient hours of assembling this massive database of 14,000 entries, Newhaveners can establish who
were the neighbours of their antecedents or how many times they moved house and whether the house was
owned or let. He undertook this labour of love, for such it was, for his mother and sister. Ann. Ann had
attended Victoria Primary School and David wanted to be able to use some names to help trigger
reminiscences when chatting with his Mum. A simple exercise grew to become the comprehensive database
that David bestowed.,
You could always trust the results of David’s digging. The Chapel of St James and the Virgin Mary has puzzled
us for some time for a spy map of 1544 depicted a significant building with a bell-tower or watchtower atop
it. David’s investigation revealed a disparity between two government agency websites, one of which would
have had the Chapel stretch as far as the Whale Brae!
David’s fertile curiosity alighted on many subjects that caught his interest in Newhaven: the burns that
supplied its fresh water, town wells, public latrines and Clochemerles, the Old Burial Ground, the story of the
village as revealed in maps, how to use java-scripted open maps, the etymology of the Whale Brae, and so
much more. The publications were more authoritative as a result where David had assisted.
He brought with him experience of a former charity he had been associated with, The Aviation Society of
Scotland, where he had been editor of its journal, its web-designer as well as its secretary. His advice
provided us with valuable insights for our own organisation.
David lived in the Dudley area as a child. He loved Newhaven. His father would take him down to the harbour
on Sundays to watch the boats and there were frequent family visits to Starbank Park, especially at Eastertime
to roll eggs, When we published a poem “Tae a Guider”” in issue 23, David amused us with his tale of hurtling
down the Whale Brae on his guider with Ann hanging onto him for dear life. Mrs Mackenzie was lucky not to
collect a pile of broken bones from the hospital.
David was devoted to the heritage of not only this area, but to Scotland in general. He was particularly proud
of his paternal great-grandfather, Murdo Mackenzie of Assynt, who was one of the Clashmore Rioters who
had fought off attempts firstly by bailiffs of the Duke and Duchess of Sutherland, and, ultimately, constables,
to serve notice of eviction from the land at the time of The Clearances, This local action was a feature of the
seminal play in the campaign for land reform, “The Cheviot, the Stag, and the Black, Black Oil”. With this history
as his background, David was a champion of the rights of the common man.
He was fully supportive of Newhaven Heritage’s campaign to re-establish a bridgehead of cultural revival in
the form of a museum and heritage centre as we strive to educate and inform the local population — most
especially the newcomers and the newer indigenous Newhaveners — of the societal mores that supported
one another within a hard-working community deriving its living from such a perilous endeavour as fishing.
The e-mail exchanges between David and his fellow group members, collectively or individually, were
always cordial and replete with his impish humour. David was only with us for a relatively short time but he
had a warmth that made him easy to like and he will be sadly missed.

LIKE US ON facebook /NewhavenOnForth
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By Gordon Young, Editor

In September 2019, Newhaven Heritage paid for digitising the Admission Registers and Log Books of
Victoria School for use in the Phoenix Project. This self-funded action was only possible thanks to all
those supporters who purchased the items sold — mugs, cards, calendars, Chris Garner’s “Newhaven
1928-1978” book, etc — at the old Police Box and, until recently, the Scottish Design Exchange when they
operated from their unit in Ocean Terminal. The Archives Department of the City of Edinburgh Council
also benefited by our sharing of these digital registers and log books as part of the arrangement.
The files were initially created for the children of the school for the purposes of the Phoenix Project whereby
P6 pupils could look through these old records, “claim” a name of a former pupil from these Victorian and
Edwardian periods and get a sense of the social conditions that prevailed at the time. By obtaining a better
understanding of the way their “Bygone Buddy” lived, it is hoped that these Bow-Tows of the future will help
rebuild the cohesive, self-supporting community that used to exist in Newhaven.
Newhaven Heritage is grateful to the National Registers of Scotland and the National Library of Scotland for
their help and co-operation in allowing the children access to their records, too. The article in issue 23
(November 2019) explains the project in more detail.
Our agreement with the Council, which owns the originals, was that the records were not to be posted online.
How, then, were we to be able to share this important link with those who would be most interested in them,
the villagers themselves who attended the school that their parents and grandparents went to? By gathering
people’s stories of their antecedents who attended Victoria, we felt we could smooth the path the current
pupil would travel as they flesh out the lives of their chosen “friend”. It could be very frustrating for these
classroom detectives to chose a former pupil randomly and find that the person of their choice perhaps only
lived in the village for a brief period.
As a consequence, we have printed out these Admissions Records and have them stored in the old Police
Box for inspection by any visitor who may wish to help us by adding to our records in order to help the
children further their research. There are two binders, Volume 1: 1899-1911 and Volume 2: 1905-1917. We
cannot explain why an overlap exists for the records in each are not duplicated so far as we can see. Due to
legal restrictions, records can only be retrieved if over 100 years old but we have obtained permission for
further records from 1917-1920 to be released in January 2021. There was no sign of records prior to 1899
being available for digitising although anecdotally we had understood that much of the archives were intact.
We invite anyone to inspect these records for the period they knew that their forebears attended Victoria
Primary School There they will see listed the name of the child and the child’s parent or guardian, where they
lived at the time of enrolment, the date of enrolment and date of leaving the school. In some instances there
is a note appended to any further education the child may have gone on to.
Shown below is the record of the author’s father, No. 320. It was fascinating to see other children living in the
same street who were enrolled at the same time. You can be fairly certain that these are the names of the
pals who went to school together and played together in the streets, in Fishy Park and down at the harbour.

LIKE US ON facebook /NewhavenOnForth
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Precious Gifts
Presented
by
Mrs Dianne
Forrest
4 Paintings by
W Herd
commissioned
by her father,
James Milne

THE VOLUNTEERS AT the Police Box meet many interesting people each Saturday from visitors to the
area (sadly, less so this year), locals and Newhaven’s newest members of the community, a number of
whom have arrived from foreign shores. The chats are always engaging and often give us more
information than we feel we can provide the visitor, to our great pleasure.
Most weeks we are offered a few photographs to scan for our archives. Very, very occasionally we are
offered treasured items of Newhaven’s heritage for us to care for with a view to displaying these items in
our new museum when one comes to fruition.
Imagine our delight, then, on being donated four framed oil paintings, each measuring approximately 30cm
x 40cm by an artist W Herd. The paintings had been completed in the 1970s following a commission by
James Milne, originally from Hawthornvale. The donor was his daughter, Dianne Forrest, to whom Newhaven
heritage is extremely grateful.
The subjects of these pictures may look familiar and with good reason. Although James had left Newhaven as a
young man, he always affirmed to have left his heart here. The paintings were commissioned as a fond
remembrance of his roots and so he chose four postcards and photographs for the artist to reproduce on canvas
for him.
James Milne was born at 7 Hawthornvale in 1927 to John Liston Milne and Isabella Milne (nee McIntosh). John
Milne was a painter and decorator locally.
BELOW: Isabella and John Milne
with young James outside their
house in Hawthornvale.

BELOW: James as a young man on holiday
in Blackpool.

LIKE US ON facebook /NewhavenOnForth
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BELOW: James’ mother and father, Isabella and
John Milne with his wife-to-be, Mary.
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by CHRISTINE Shepherd
As we come into Autumn COVID restrictions continue to impact on the Park.
We are unable to advertise regular gardening sessions but socially distanced
gardening continues to keep the Park looking great and in fact the number of
regular gardeners has increased. Clearly the beneficial power of working with
nature is being appreciated by more and more local people. Inch Nursery has
given the Park a supply of bulbs and these have been planted.
At the end of September the Friends had hoped to hold a socially distanced
Macmillan Coffee Morning, but the week before it was due to take place the
Scottish Government announced tighter restrictions and so the Parks
Department said it could not give permission for the event. Fortunately we
were still able to make a small donation to Macmillan from the ‘Saturday table’
with plants and some home produce.
Also on Saturdays and Wednesdays we have
merchandise on sale - mugs, cards and calendars. The
calendars are particularly popular and there have been
several print runs already.
The sunflower competition yielded some stunning
entries – see attached pictures – all of which were
awarded a small prize.
Continue to enjoy the beauty and tranquility of
Starbank Park and do come along to help clear
some of the leaves which are an ongoing challenge!

ABOVE: Stan, stalwart of the FOSP volunteers, has already got his
copy of the new calendar, cost from £6. Be sure to get yours while
stocks last.
LIKE US ON facebook /NewhavenOnForth
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£
6
NEWHAVEN 2021
TWELVE FABULOUS VINTAGE POSTCARDS

THE OFFICIAL CALENDAR OF NEWHAVEN HERITAGE

OCTOBER

JANUARY

FEBRUARY

APRIL

MAY

JUNE

JULY

AUGUST

SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

MARCH

Where has the year gone? In this strangest, most unsettling of years, it is good to know that some good
things can still be relied upon and this year’s Newhaven calendar is one. Raiding our Boxmaster’s
extensive postcard library once again, we have selected another dozen great images of Newhaven of
Yesteryear (mostly from 1890 to 192o as it turns out!)
The calendars, costing £6, are available for sale at Welch the Fishmonger, Mason The Bakers and those most
excellent of cafes and bistros at either end of the village, Porto and Fi at the foot of The Cut, and The Haven at
Anchorfield. In between these two places, you will find volunteers from Newhaven Heritage every Saturday
morning at the Old Police Box down at the Harbour which is being used as our outreach post, thanks to the
generosity of its owner, Johnathan Elders.
For those that don’t live locally but are still resident within the UK, copies of the calendar can be ordered from our
website at www,newhavenonforth.org.uk/shop.html. For our Bow-Tows living abroad, please email our
treasurer (Boxmaster) at boxmasternh@gmail.com for more details.
LIKE US ON facebook /NewhavenOnForth
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Wardiebay Beach Watch
Coastal Communities Network Scotland: 16th Member of CCNS

by Karen Bates
WARDIE BAY IS a source of inspiration, health and wellbeing for a very diverse constituency. Over the last
few years, the awareness of our semi wild beach and its rocky shoreline has risen remarkably, especially
over this very difficult pandemic year when people have craved and sought places in nature to spend
time. Parents have been home schooling their children in rockpools. Our new cycle path has
successfully encouraged active travel along the coastline. Wild swimming has taken off and hundreds
of swimmers now come here.
But marine litter comes to Wardie Bay relentlessly on every tide. Wardie Bay Beachwatch (WBBW) was
created to provide litter survey data to the Marine Conservation Society. Our data, since March 2017, show
on average, 30% sewage related debris, with as much as 54% after a storm. We usually find 60% plastic
debris, mostly as broken up unidentifiable fragments. Huge numbers of plastic pellets come from industrial
production and the supply chain spilling into the Forth. We also have a high level of microfibres in the beach
sediment. Our ongoing problem is the same global marine litter problem, but we also have a localised fishing
litter issue and high levels of untreated sewage coming from CSOs along the coastline. It is only a minority
that leaves litter behind after visiting, and many members of the community now litter pick daily making the
beach seem much less polluted than it actually is. Can we not manage this better?
In 2019, WBBW and the Wild Ones wild swimmers applied to SEPA for designated Bathing Water status but
were turned down due to a lack of infrastructure and facilities at Wardie. Let us be clear. What we need is
environmental monitoring. It is a vital indicator of the harm that untreated sewage does to people and to our
coastal ecology. Unless we monitor, record and report on environmental issues we can’t do anything to
protect ourselves or our marine habitats. So, when we were given the opportunity to appeal the Scottish
Government’s decision for 2021, we built a heart-warming campaign, a petition, a film and a song to illustrate
the sheer love there is for this place and why we want to enhance and protect it, not ruin its special character.
In 2021, we would like to move on, to stop having to fight marine pollution, to celebrate marine life. The
growing trend in citizen science presents us with the opportunity to learn from and educate each other. We
want to engage in thorough biodiversity surveys of our intertidal and even talk about the possibility for the
restoration of oyster beds in the Forth, which could even do the job of improving our water quality.
“There’s a lot of successful oyster restoration projects going on around the UK and Europe at the moment. One of the things that those who
work in this area are understanding is the benefit they do to actually improving water quality as well. These have a phenomenal capacity to
filter water and in doing so they can clean it as well, so function in improving water quality and in doing so bring in more species as well.”
Dr Alex Ford, Professor of Marine Biology, Ecotoxicology and Parasitology at University of Portsmouth

Keep in contact with us through the following addresses
Email: wardiebaybeachwatch@gmail.com
Facebook: /wardiebaybeachwatch
Twitter: @wardiebaybeach
Instagram: @wardiebaybeachwatch
Please sign our petition
www.change.org/WardieBay4BathingWater
LIKE US ON facebook /NewhavenOnForth
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‘They put a creel aroond
my back and bid me call
my haddies’:
The Newhaven Fishwives, Preserving
Lost Community History and
Cultural Transmission Through
Generations.
By Fraser Linklater, UOSH Volunteer
When the willowbank tree withers away, the fishing trade shall
also decay
NEWHAVEN SAYING, PAINTED ON THE FACADE OF THE
HARBOUR INN PUBLIC HOUSE,
FISHMARKET SQUARE, NEWHAVEN

+++
RECENTLY PRESERVED AND digitised sound archive material
from the National Library of Scotland sound and moving
image archive offers us a fresh angle to study the lives of the
Newhaven fishing community in its latter years. A proud
maritime community on the shores of the Firth of Forth, Newhaven was granted royal charter by King
James IV in 1504 as Novus Portus de Leith, with his ship the ‘Michael’ being built and launched from the
port in 1511. Thereafter, it developed as a steadfastly self-dependent fishing community, fully equipped
with its own form of labour organisation, customs and identity.

ABOVE: DR-PC 026 Two Fishwives — A studio
portrait with a hand painted backdrop. This
postcard is from The Ratcliffe Collection

Nowadays, the village sits subsumed within its larger neighbours, Edinburgh and Leith, both in physicality but
also, in the last half century, culturally. As one of the interviewees in the collection notes; ‘It’s all away now,
Newhaven; it’s not Newhaven now’. The bricks and mortar of the port, the red-painted wooden facade of the
fish market and the traditional fore-staired buildings, typical of many east coast fishing towns, is all that
survives of the village’s original and unmistakable maritime character. Even at this, the south side of Main
Street tells a very different story to the north, with the architecture evoking themes of post-war rethinking and
utilitarianism, not preservation of cultural forms and ways of life. The same goes for the Fishmarket, now
transformed into a space for up-market restaurants and bars. Without the functionality of the old buildings
being fulfilled or the community which inhabited them existing within their walls, they stand more as kitsch
relics of a pastoral life than a reminder of the real and existing community that once called Main Street, and
wider Newhaven, home.
In particular, the stories of the famed Newhaven fishwives, who played an essential role within the local
economy and culture, are at the forefront of the recently digitised collection donated by Edinburgh Museums
and Galleries. Within the collection sits a handful of interviews and recordings from the mid-1990’s with living
ex-fishwives and fishermen, as well as other recollections from family members and participants within the
Newhaven fishwife choirs. What marks this collection as unique is that it allows us to add greater depth to
our existing knowledge of Newhaven and its fishwives, which has until now been mostly drawn from lore and
the images produced by those artists keenly interested in the culture of the community.
The interviewers, upon showing participants pictures of gala day, the choir or working life in the community,
tease out additional details that are otherwise left in the dark; the subtle differences in clothing, local
shopkeepers and their role within Newhaven life, as well as first-hand accounts of the nature of fishwife work.
In particular, the source provides us with key information on the period 1950-1990, in which the decline of the
fishing industry was cemented and the rise of the ‘Newhaven as a northern suburb of Edinburgh’ mindset
normalised.

LIKE US ON facebook /NewhavenOnForth
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By complementing often romanticised
illustrations of Newhaven Fishwives with
personal accounts of everyday life, I
believe we can reach a far more nuanced
and relatable idea of how the community
attempted to retain its traditions as well as
functioned as a working neighbourhood
with its own special form of labour
relations. Indeed, it is vital for residents of
Newhaven that the history of the village
remains remembered in real terms.
Above all, this means avoiding relegating
the stories of Newhaven lives to
romanticised stories of yesteryear. What
we need, in order to give the history the
place it deserves, are anecdotes which
paint them as dynamic and hardworking people, not postcard
models or the subjects of idealised impressions of the past.

ABOVE: 2_3209 Working Fishwives about to set
off on their journeys with as much 50Kg of fish
on their backs. Courtesy of The Liston Family

While community heritage could benefit greatly from this recent collection, there is also a claim to be made
that it could massively contribute to new conversations concerning labour relations,— particularly gendered
labour dynamics — in this period. As with many fishing villages on the East coast of Britain, Newhaven’s
fishing industry was one which incorporated all elements of the community, both men and women, young
and old. Central to this community-economy dynamic was the co-reliance of women and men for income –
the men caught the fish and the women sold it and mended lines, marking the women as heavily responsible
for the final household income. Indeed, one ex-fishwife, Nelly Walls, discusses her daily routine; waking at
6:45 to collect the fish from market, before setting off from Newhaven Station to Waverley and then
subsequently to Falkirk, where she would sell the fish before returning to Newhaven for 1:30 that afternoon.
Despite being 6 stone and carrying 8 stone of fish in her creel, she insists it was a good life, an honest living
and a type of economy where all knew their place.
The co-reliance of the community members is particularly highlighted in these interviews. If one member of
the community failed to provide their function, all would fall apart slowly. No repaired lines meant poor
fishing the next day; no fish caught meant less work for the fishwives; less work for them meant insufficient
income for the household and therefore a lack of capital to pay the overheads of the fishing expeditions. . This
was an economy where all jobs relied on each other. This was an economy in which wholesale and retail
were avoided, profits kept close to the origin of their extraction and people were given a sense of direct
control over their income.
On top of the above discussions, one might also claim that the previous depictions and knowledge of the
community don’t do justice to the importance of community ties between fishwives in the operating of the
community. Indeed, in one interview Catherine Lighterness describes the importance of ‘kyling’, or chipping
together to buy fish to sell. What is apparent here is that these were not women in competition to sell the
most fish, but instead a community unit whose aims were to better the wealth of all through hard work and
mutual assistance.
As our modern economy drifts further away from this past reality, it grows ever more vital for us to record and
discuss the history of communities that functioned in this way, especially when they are so close to us
geographically and, arguably, in time. Perhaps in the future these sources could be utilised to write a more
comprehensive study of the fishing economy of Newhaven, shedding a light on forgotten economies that
have been overshadowed by an academic obsession with industrial labour above smaller local economic
configurations.
Common to all interviews with the former fishwives is a shared bemoaning of the changing nature of
Newhaven. One of the interviewees laments that there is ‘nothing in Newhaven now’, another claims that
she doesn’t know what the next generation will talk about, ‘maybe TV?’, she laughs. However, as long as
these excerpts of a lost community’s history remain protected and preserved for longevity, we can still
discuss them and talk about a shared culture lasting through the ages. With the recent collection at the
National Library of Scotland, perhaps we can start a new chapter in the history of the Newhaven fishwives by
encouraging further research that breaks from seeing them as a last-stand of cottage industries and instead
a dynamic and richly cultured form of flexible labour relations.

Article courtesy of Fraser Linklater/Unlocking Our Sound Heritage,
National Library of Scotland/Museums and Galleries Edinburgh ©2020
LIKE US ON facebook /NewhavenOnForth
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NEWHAVEN HERITAGE COMMUNITY GARDENS

SHIP
SHAPE
by Heather Yang
THE GARDEN IN the autumn has been offering
such delights and as we continue through
these troubling times there has been respite in
getting our hands dirty in the soil and planting
tulips and crocus for next Spring as well as
refreshing the tubs at the harbour and the
hanging basket at the Harbour Inn.
We currently have four regular volunteers, one looking after the wooded area and fernery at Andrew Wood
Court, one weeding and the other two volunteers bulb planting so we are all busy wee beavers. The ground
is covered in the delightful fallen leaves and the garden maintenance team at the City of Edinburgh Council
pruned the tree and bushes in the garden on Newhaven Main Street. People have been having a seat and a
socially distanced chat in the Old Burial Ground and crocus bulbs are being planted with the children at
Victoria Primary School.
It is splendid to take a walk around and see the sweet peas surrounding the fruit trees and the colourful
borders beside the bench at the rear of Newhaven Main Street. The willow arches are taking shape and
looking really good though they will need a prune in 2021! Joy and colour have bloomed all year and the
gladioli are just finishing their tall elegant poise. The lavender and roses in the Old Burial Ground are so
healthy. This year we also painted the Auchinleck Brae passageway and what a difference that makes! It is
now light and airy.
From 25 October to February 2021 the gardening tasks will stop for hibernation and planning for 2021 when
the bulbs will bloom as long as the squirrels do not gobble them up.
As I get ready to hang up my Newhaven gardening gloves it is mixed with such huge emotions as Vice Chair
of Newhaven Heritage and the lady that has been doing the gardens around the village and harbour. Delight
has been forthcoming, however, as Moira and Andrea take over to look after the happy tranquil garden spots.
Along with take the involvement of the children from the After School Club and a flourishing gardener, I know
they will take great care of them. Barbara and Bridget will be the team looking after the tubs at the benches
at the harbour and I am sure they will all be committed to doing a quality job.
It was six years ago that it all started in the gardens in Newhaven with the assistance of the experts from
Starbank Park and other volunteers willing to offer their expertise, time and energy. We now have window
boxes, vegetable boxes, fruit trees, a fernery and loads of joyous areas that look so much better. And two
garden sheds! The gardens are for everyone to enjoy and after a few years of negotiations we now have
bulbs planted by the CEC gardening team in the Old Burial Ground that will bring delight in the spring along
with all the crocus that will show their splendid purple heads everywhere. The community of Newhaven
have really got their hands dirty and created special areas with loving tender care. I will wave goodbye as I
move south of Edinburgh to a different growing climate though will remain as a consultant if need be. It has
been a thrill and nothing would have grown or come to fruition without the generosity and invaluable support
of Newhaven Heritage who have backed the gardens all the way from inception to blooms.
Great fun and happiness can be found in the gardens. Please wander around..

www.facebook.com/NewhavenHeritageCommunityGarden
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TIME
&
TIDE
WHEN MANNING THE Old Police Box, the volunteers
comment on how many of the visitors to Newhaven
Harbour stop at the stone pillar that is built onto the
outside of 4 Pier Place which is often referred to as The
Clock Building because of the clock in the garret. It is easy
to tell they are pondering its purpose.

ABOVE: Splendid new additions to the harbour area thanks to
Leith Men’s Sheds. (www.facebook.com/LeithMensShed)

This used to house a barometer which has long-since been
removed. The small panel adjacent had weather reports
posted on it. The barometer and weather board were
purchased and maintained by the Free Fishermen’s Society
of Newhaven and has served the fishermen well since 1775.
It used to be sited at the pierhead but became a fixture of the
Clock Building in 1900. In recent times, both the door and the
board became very sorry looking.,

Newhaven Heritage approached Leith Men’s Sheds to seek
help in re-furbishing the artefacts, which they were only too happy to do.. Charlie Traylor took the weather
board away — the door has disappeared during 2019 — and, in true “The Repair Shop” style, has made a
superb job in bringing it back to life. His Men’s Shed colleague, Tom Johnston, was largely responsible for
making a new door for the pillar. These have now been returned to their home and look splendid.
The Men of Leith Men’s Shed, to give the group its full name, is run by men, for men. Its purpose is to provide
a space for all men, working together to improve men’s health, connection and well-being. Currently, the
group have been meeting at the Old Custom House until the current coronavirus crisis made its mark and
presently meetings have had to be suspended. See their website www.leithmensshed.org for details.
Newhaven Heritage is delighted to have been able to return a small part of Newhaven to a fit state. It is the
intention to print a monthly Tide Table for the weather board. It is hoped that this will prove of general interest
to casual users of the harbour, such as kayakers, surfboarders, and visitors alike.

ABOVE: The Tide Table board gets positioned once more
with care and precision.
LIKE US ON facebook /NewhavenOnForth

ABOVE: Charlie Traylor (left) and Tom Johnston (right) from
Men’s Shed who worked respectively on the board and the door.
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BOW —TOW GROUP

facebook footnotes
SOME PICTURES AND CONVERSATIONS FROM THE FACEBOOK CONTRIBUTIONS
Audrey Laurie: This is a page
from
the
book
'Origin,
nomenclature and location of
various houses and streets in
Edinburgh' by John Smith, excerpt
from page 116.
"The Whale Newhaven 1794.
Edinburgh Evening Courant Jan
27 1794 also on Jan 27 1812. This is
what it says — To be sold that large dwelling house called the Whale lying at the east end of the town of
Newhaven, about 15 minutes walk west from Leith. As there is a prospect of a harbour being erected at
Newhaven the premises might answer for a private family or make an excellent inn",
Editor’s footnote: Imagine the area of Newhaven devoid of its urban setting. As Newhaven pilots steered
their course through sandbanks and low rocky outcrops, landmarks for alignment were crucial. Looking at
the land from sea-level, the East -West ridge overlooking Newhaven looked like a whale rising from the ocean.
The name became traditional and the brae up which the fishwives carried their loaded baskets of oysters or
herring gave rise to the name we know today. Newhaveners were in high demand for crewing the whaling boats
for their skill, strength and stamina at rowing which were very useful when it came to chasing the whale. The
industry tended to concentrate its efforts in Arctic and Antarctic waters.

—

—

—

* * * *

The interactions on the Faceboook/Bow-Tow Group are
always interesting to read and many are very informative. The
picture on the left brought many positive comments and quite
a number of happy memories.
Norma Stuart: I think I remember most of the girls names
from my class. From the back row left —
Back Row: Cathy Taylor, Helen Stevenson, Helen Stephens.
Middle row: Sheila Lothian, Pauline ?, Pat Tomlinson, Joy
Banyard, Hazel Alderson,
Front row: Helen Scott, Isobel Hildersley, Sylvia Syme, me
(Norma Stuart), Lillian Muir, Barbara Winterburn.
Sadly I know that Helen Stevenson, Sheila Lothian and
Isobel Hildersley are no longer with us.
The picture was taken at the “Qually” (Qualifying) Dance at
Victoria School in 1962.
NEXT ISSUE — Published February 2021. If you have any suggestions for features that you would like to see in future Bow-Tows, do
please get in touch with us, Newhaven Heritage, at newhavenheritage@gmail.com. This is also the same email address to use if you
wish to be put on the free subscription list. The deadline for the next issue is Monday 18 January 2021.
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