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O VER THE SUMMER we have been working 
with the council trying to take forward 
measures to improve the local environment. 

Heather Yang has made considerable progress in 
establishing links with local authority staff and, with 
Janet McArthur, has recruited helpers and is starting 
to work to physically change Newhaven for the better 
(see page 5). 

You will see that Gordon Young has prepared an 
application to the National Lottery Heritage Fund for 
a modular and mobile exhibition based on the Liston 
photographic archive. This is a key project. It will be 
the start of organising our pictorial and sound archives 
so that we can set up a “virtual museum”  — making 
our collection available over the internet.  Also it 
covers a pivotal period in the history of the village. The 
loss of the fishing industry, the physical redevelopment 
of the village and the consequential disruption  and 
scattering of displaced Newhaveners, have been 
the most significant threats ever to its survival as a 
community.

Nevertheless we are still here and the continuing inflow 
of people with a sense of social responsibility gives 
hope for our future.  Among these we must single — or 
double? — out Johnathan Elders and his partner Sian 
Bevans. They are the new owners of the former Police 
Box at the market. They have already hosted cultural 
events around the box and let us use it as a base for 
our meeting and greeting visitors from the cruise liners. 
The last of these for this year arrived on 4th October.

Dougie Ratcliffe has been the mainstay of the 
welcoming group and has posted photographs of each 
of the ships on our Facebook page.  This is  becoming 
increasingly popular — again thanks to Dougie’s 
diligent expertise and is well worth a visit at: 

www.facebook.com/NewhavenOnForth

LIKE US ON facebook 
/NewhavenOnForth

www.newhavenonforth.org.uk
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HELP REQUIRED
N EWHAVEN HERITAGE is tasked with making 

good use of the rich treasure bestowed upon 
us in the form of George Liston’s photographs, 

as reported in the last issue of the Bow-Tow.  To that 
end, we are currently planning an exhibition of ninety 
of these images and have applied to the Heritage 
Lottery Fund for funding.  

The theme will be Newhaven: Old and New and 
concentrates on the period before, during and 
immediately after redevelopment in the late 60s and 
early 70s.  With funding in place, the exhibition will be 
held from Tuesday March 1st until Saturday March 
5th in the function room of David Lloyd Leisure which 
boasts magnificent views down the Forth all the way 
to the Bridges.

It is intended that the exhibition should be interactive 
so that Newhaven Heritage can harvest the many 
anecdotes and reminiscences that still abound.  To 
that end, we are seeking volunteers who can help us 
in this goal by encouraging and interviewing visitors 
with a tale to tell.  Please contact Gordon Young at 
events@newhavenonforth.org.uk for more details. 

I N THE LAST issue of The Bow-Tow, readers 
were told of the assistance and background 
information Sophia Abrahamsen, acting on 

behalf of Newhaven Heritage, was able to give the 
production team for Simon Schama’s latest series, 
The Face of Britain.  These programmes will 
explore of the history of Britain through the medium 
of portraiture with the second of the five parts in 
particular being of interest to Newhaveners.  This 
episode (10th Ocober), The Faces of People,  
features, amongst other iconic images, the 
seminal work of Hill and Adamson at the dawn of 
photography. 

The series is broadcast on Saturday evenings 
on BBC2 Scotland at 9pm and on the previous 
Wednesdays in the rest of the UK.

NORWEGIAN STAR
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ANOTHER YEAR GOING
Introducing the 2016 Calendar

£5.99  
with postal envelope

 

F OLLOWING THE amazing gift of the use of George Liston’s photographic archive, Newhaven Heritage is 
not only able to put on an exhibition of some of them as mentioned on page one of this Bow-Tow but it has 
also chosen to use some of them for the 2016 Calendar.  This will give you some idea of the rich treasure 

trove we have at our disposal thanks to the generosity of the Liston Family.

Priced at £5.99, this unique publication will be on sale from mid-October throughout Newhaven including the school 
and Cafe Connections at the church.  Be sure to get this limited edition calendar soon to avoid disappointment.
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N EW LANE (seen above) was a place where children felt safe and at ease.  Our days were spent in play 
as soon as we were old enough to go outside on our own. The age that happened would vary according 
to the protectiveness of the mother and whether older children were around and willing to look after the 

younger ones. We had the advantage of a wee park just next-door and a lane that was a cul-de-sac with no motor 
traffic up the top where we lived. This meant there was local space that the mothers could easily keep an eye on 
and the numbers of adults looking out for us ensured we were generally kept safe as toddlers. Nevertheless there 
could be problems.

Once, Ma felt uneasy and she couldn’t see brother Brian who had been playing with his pal Pongo (George Finlay).  
She went down the Lane and over the reclaimed land to the foreshore and got to Brian and Pongo just as they 
were setting out to sail in a fishbox. Her timely arrival prevented a tragedy. The fishbox would have been buoyant 
enough to take them out of their depth before the sea seeping through the gaps between planks would have filled 
it with water and it would have sunk under them.

The foot of the Lane was well suited for rumbustious games like ‘Hoppy Diggy”, “Collie Buckie” fights and “Cuddy 
Gie Wey” (which the boys mainly preferred) and the less physically boisterous ones like “Baby Steps and Giant 
Steps”, “What’s The Time Mr Wolf?” and “Statues” which were liked more by the girls.  However both sexes played 
most of the games especially the hiding games like “Leevoy”, “Kick the Can” and “Hingo (hide and go) Seek” and 
the different kinds of “Tig”.  We could have chains of children, holding hands, stretching half way across the width 
of the Free Fishermen’s (the “Fishie”) Park, playing “Chainie”, the tig I liked best.

These kinds of games are passed down over the generations in working communities throughout the world and we 
delighted in them as I hope bairns always will. But we also invented games of our own and also imitated real life, 
as we saw it, in our play. Of course the pictures, comics and the war gave is new characters to be and scenarios to 
act out. We could be Cowboys and Indians or Japs and Commandos or Highlanders and Redcoats. 
 
Our daytime games were played mainly in and around the school. Bools (marbles), peeries and peevers are the 
main ones I remember for the boys as well as swapping and dropping cigarette cards.

Some of our play imitated real life.  The roles we played were gender specific reflecting what we saw.  We would 
play shops (much as I remember my Da said he did) and would set out wee “rooms” with lines of bricks and stones 
and have a wee counter.  We’d wrap up heaps of different coloured “champ”.  Champ was ground down sandstone 
of different colours and the paler champ could pass for sugar. Our wrapping paper was docken leaves and docken 
seed was used as tea. The boys would make the champ and be the customers and the girls would run the shop.

by George Venters

THE GAMES WE 
PLAYED
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Newhaven 
Community Choir

J ULY SAW THE choir having to take an enforced break due to the lack of rehearsal space. School holidays 
meant our space there was closed and our secondary venue, The Edinburgh Sculpture Workshop was 
also unavailable at this time. Undaunted, we managed to fit in a session courtesy of Katty Proudfoot, who 

opened her home to us. So thanks to Katty and Mark for their hospitality. We were all raring to go at the first session 
back and the enthusiasm for singing and working up to our next couple of gigs was great to see.

The 30th August saw a small group from the choir perform at a street party held by the residents of Dudley, in 
Dudley Grove. We were well received, and for a small group produced some nice music even though the PA 
system let us down a bit.  Our next gig was to perform for the Newhaven History Group at their Annual General 
Meeting on the 15th September. We had a good turnout of members for this and all seemed to enjoy the singing, 
even the audience were singing along to some of the numbers, so it must have been alright.

The next big event we are taking part in is the Scottish International Storytelling Festival 2015. This will take place 
at the National Library of Scotland on George IV Bridge on Sunday 1st November at 3pm lasting approximately 
one hour.  The title of the show is “Caller-ou!” Fishy tales and feisty fishwives. An afternoon of songs, poems 
and stories celebrating the lives of the fisher lassies, and the men who went to war at sea or by sea. Suitable for 
adults and children +9 this is a free but ticketed event. Tickets are available from www.nls.uk/events/booking or 
phone 0131 623 3734. Rehearsals for this are going well, and we’re all looking forward to performing on the big 
stage. Come along if you can, not only to support the choir, but to enjoy an afternoons entertainment.

Following on from that, we’ve had an invitation to perform at Light Night 2015. This is the official opening ceremony 
for Edinburgh Christmas and culminates in the switching on of the lights. The date for this is 22nd November 
between 2pm and 5pm at George Street. There will be seven stages along the length of the street hosting 
community groups and choirs from around Edinburgh, Newhaven Community Choir being one of them. The theme 
for this is light, whether in dress or song, so we’re busy working on a set for this adding more new songs to our 
repertoire. Each group will have ten minutes on stage. It doesn’t sound a long time, but it’s surprising what you can 
fit in to that time slot. Once again this a free event, no tickets required, just turn up and enjoy the entertainment.

That’s our programme to date, there are a couple more invitations to perform in the pipeline but nothing definite as 
yet. If and when they are confirmed we’ll let you know, probably by way of the Newhaven on Forth Facebook page 
or in future issues of The Bow-Tow. 

The choir is maintaining its numbers and have had two or three new members join us recently, but we would still 
like more. Male singers would be especially welcome as we currently only have seven.  Just to dispel any thoughts 
that may be putting off any men coming along, this is a community choir. We are not trying to replace the Fishwives 
Choirs of the past, but just to continue the tradition of singing in the village and to bring people together. If we are 
to continue taking part in events such as those above then we need more singers, as not everyone is able to, or 
even expected to, attend every rehearsal or every gig.  As a case in point, at the 2014 Gala Day we had Asa James 
Swan singing with the choir. He was visiting from the USA, his grandparents were from Newhaven, Christine 
Ramsay Johnston and James Ramsay. Now he hasn’t made any rehearsals since, as the commute is a bit too 
much, but he will be welcome any time he returns. Seriously though, please come along and give us a try, learn 
new songs and meet new people, you’ll be made very welcome. 

TUESDAY EVENINGS, 7PM AT VICTORIA SCHOOL. See you there! 

An update on  
Newhaven 
Community 
Choir 
by Dougie  
Ratcliffe
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NEWHAVEN GREENFINGERS GROUP 
By Environment Team Leader Heather Yang 

IN SEPTEMBER, we tackled the first project to enhance the village and 
decided to tidy the garden below the Armada Stone.  We had tremendous 
helpers, seven in all plus the sun!  Susan, Lucy, Rob, Dougie, Janet and 

Stan all turned up and are keen to keep helping!  In all, after we cleared all the 
weeds, nine bin bags were filled for the dump.  More work still remains to be 
done on this area such as lifting the unsightly membrane before we start to 
plant up. 

It is what to do next?  We thought it would be nice to have a circular seat around the tree 
and some clematis going up the trunk perhaps also on the far wall.  We can get daffs, tulips 
and primulas from the Friends of Starbank but also thought it may be nice to have lavender 
and some herbs maybe in trays hanging around the railing and to have some stepping 
stones from the gate to the tree with possibly another bench at the side? It would be lovely 
to have a bench with a waved back so that it relates to the sea.

Any ideas or donations would be tremendous or any joiners willing to help?  We are looking for ideas 
now and some support to make it truly beautiful.  We also need to weed the cobbles in front of the area 
but we have made a start.  Friday afternoons seem to be a good time to meet so maybe every three weeks 
would be acceptable.

When we plant bulbs or flowers we will have to consider a supply of water, yet another obstacle but I am 
sure we can get it looking good and a pleasant place to be for reflection under the plaque.

Onwards and upwards so looking for donations, ideas and support now please.  You can contact me, 
Heather Yang, at greenfingers@newhavenonforth.org.uk
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FRIENDS OF STARBANK PARK
By FOSB Chairman Alastair Robertson

Starbank Park: Building on the Green Flag
THE GREEN FLAG Award for Starbank Park 
is easily our biggest news of the year.  It’s 
formal recognition of the huge improvements to the park.  Many 
thanks to everyone who has supported and helped.  The park 
looking even better now, with loads of new planting and lots of 
weeding over the summer. Why not come along and have a look.

We’ll have a busy winter in the park, making sure it looks its 
best for the 125th Anniversary next year.  We’re even planning 
something special for the star!  Pruning, planting and propagation 
are all on the “to do” list, and we hope to build a children’s nature 
trail near the Fernery.  Our gardening sessions are on Wednesday 
and Saturday mornings.  New volunteers are very welcome.  

If you or your families have memories of Starbank Park to share, 
don’t forget to get in touch with Moyra Forrest (on 0131-551-3002 
or at moyra@mforrest.go-plus.net).

Halloween Party
The Friends of Starbank Park are holding a Halloween Party for 
3 to 8 year olds on Saturday 31st October, from 3 to 5.  Notices 
will be going up in the next couple of weeks or follow us on 
www.friendsofstarbankpark.org or https://www.facebook.com/
Friendsofstarbankpark.
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NEXT ISSUE — Published early January 2016
The deadline for the next issue is Saturday 13th December, 2015.
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T HE NEWHAVEN COMMUNITY History 
Group goes from strength to strength with the 
2015/16 programme offering a rich variety of 

topics.  With the exception of the December meeting 
on Tuesday 15th, which is the customary Christmas 
meal, the Group’s popular social gathering, once 
again at the Bruntsfield Hotel, all meetings start at 
7pm prompt in Newhaven Church Hall, Craighall 
Road, EH6 4ND.

NEWHAVEN 
HISTORY 
GROUP
20 October: Talk about the operations within The Botanic Gardens and the many unusual plants, trees and 
shrubs. The speaker works within the gardens and has first hand knowledge.

17 November: SIMON FAIRNEY will be describing in much detail, the Fisherwomen who operated in many of 
the villages throughout Scotland, their dress, what they did and the often heavy work they undertook.

15 December: See the opening paragraph for details.

12 January: THE BAND WITH NO NAME, A Piper and a Singer will be entertaining the History Group with a 
mix of Scots songs and music as well as favourite tunes from a’ airts.

9 February: DR ERIC GRAHAM, Scottish and Maritime Historian and Author will describe in detail the methods 
used in the detection of enemy submarines in the River Forth during World War 1.

8 March: JAMES LAWSON from North Queensferry Heritage Trust will deliver a talk on the history of North 
Queensferry and go on to talk about the future plans the trust have for North Queensferry.

5 April: “Medieval pilgrims travelled from all over Europe to Santiago de Compostela in Northern Spain.  In 
recent years this flow has resumed.  The presentation will describe the history behind the pilgrimage and 
illustrate one of the routes to the city from Le Puy en Velay in France walked by ANDREW GRANT and his 
wife some years back — a distance of over 1650 kilometers.”

MEET THE STEERING GROUP
Harry Summers
Harry Summers is an out-and-out Bow-Tow and proud of it.  He has a great 
interest and ambition to see the museum opened once again where the history 
of Newhaven can be charted from early times.  

Born in the Vale (Hawthornvale) he attended Victoria Primary School.  His 
childhood memories were of Newhaven in the 40s and 50s and didn’t leave 
Newhaven until after he was married (to another Bow-Tow, Margaret Stevenson) 
in the mid 60s.

He remembers playing amongst the fish boxes down at the Fish Market, making rafts from them and sailing 
them in the harbour.  This was a natural playground for Newhaven children and with other children, he would 
swim there and fish for mackerel.  Fishy (Fishermen’s) Park was another congregating area for Harry and 
his pals.  They used to sledge down it in the winter (occasionally Starbank Park, too).  Harry also has fond 
memories of the Cubs and Scouts at St Andrew’s Church, the church he attended.

Harry’s contacts have been invaluable to Newhaven Heritage and he has been able to put them to good effect  
as Newhaven Heritage developed its newhavenonforth.org.uk website, and helped add significantly to the 
database of Friends of Newhaven Heritage through his network of friends and ex-pats.


